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Funeral Sermon, F 
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Upon Occaſion of the Deceaſe of 
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S Mrs. Elizabeth Williams : 
j Late Wife of the Reverend 


| Mr.Daniel Williams. 


Who Departed this Lite, 
Tune the 10th. 1699. HEtat. 62. 


I With ſome Account of Her Exemplary 
{ Character: Taken for the moſt Part 
out of Her own Papers. 
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To My. Much Honoured 


FRIEND- 


The Reverend 


Mr. DANIEL WILLIAMS. 


Reverend Sir, 


Fihe PRESENT which I here make 
. You, ſhould occaſion any Renewal of 


\M Tour Grief, You know where to Charge 
it. Though I ſhould Hope, a repeated Re- 
fleFion on Your Deceaſed Ioke-fellows Cor- 
reſpondence, both in Temper and Pradiſe, 


with the Inſtances and Patterns propos'd _ 
Imitation in the Text, which I ( with Tour 
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dpprobation ) fixt on for the Subjet of the 
nſuing Diſcourſe, might adminiſter Conſo- 
lation and Refreſhment. 


FOR it cannot but be very comfortable, 
to have ſo good Grounds to believe, that at 
the ſame lime when withdrawn from Ton, 
She was remov'd out of a troubleſome World, 
znto that Better Countrey, which had Her 
Heart ſo long before : Where She hath un- 
ſpeakabl better Friends, and better Enter- 
tainments, thaz this World was ever capable 
of afſording Her ; and that without any mix- 
fure, or fear of Change. 


TT hath pleard GOD (Sir) that in 
the midſt of a great many fegnal Mercies, You 
have met with a Variety of Difficulties and 
Troubles ;, ſome of which have been attended 
with very uncomfortable Circumſtances. F. 
fake this Opportunity to join with You in 
heartily Rejoicing, and Blejſing Him, who: . 
hath ſo wonderfully ſupported You under, and 
fo comfortably carry d Tou through all hither- | 
10, Methinks Tou had a peculiar Mercy, 
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under the moſt Furious Aſaults of thoſe enve- 
ont d Spirits, who combir'd together ( ſome- 
time ſince) to blaſt Your Reputation, ( of 


ſome of whom 'tis Jufficiently evident, tha 
[4 


they air d at giving a Wound to the Miniſtry 
in General through Your Sides ;, ) in having 


ſuch a i — a4 Inſtance of Exemplary Pa- 
0 


tience in Your Dear Conſort : Who though 
deeply AfſeFed, and not free from juſt Re- 


ſentments of their Inhumanity ; (. eſpecially 


in Charging You with Onkindneſs to Her, 
who ever retain'd a moſt thankful Senſe of 
Tour endearing Love and lenderneſs ;,) yet 
carried it all along with that evenneſs of 
Temper, that Chriſtian Compoſure, and Un+ 
danntedneſs ; ( being fully ſatisfi'd from firſ 
to laſt, of the Groundleſsneſs of their malici- 
ous [nſinuations ) as ſcem'd wonderful to all 

who knew, and obſeryd Her. I am perſua- 
ded, You then reap'd munch Comfort and Bee 
nefit, as from the ſerious Supplications of 


© Tour Loving Flock, and-many other Chriſti 


an Friends on Tour behalf, ſo alſo from Hers 
Particularly, which were ſent Upwards with 
a peculiar ]enderneſs and Feruour. And 

Tour 


The Epi {tle Dedicatory. 
Your Loſs of Her Prayers: by Her Removal, 
#s with me ( and I doubt not with You 'much 
wore ) of canſiderable Account, , ., 


WOULD the moſt Angry and Cenſori- 
ous,. but take the Pains to peruſe, and have 
the Patience ſeriouſly to conſider, thoſe Genu- 
ine and UnaffeFed Breathings of a gracious 
Heart, a Goſpel Spirit, and truly Chriſtian 
Temper, which I have inſerted in the Annex- 
ed CharaGer of the Deceaſed, out of Her own 
Papers; I could not but Hope, if they had 
any remaining Tindure of Sober-minded: 
zeſs, they would ſee the Folly of Inveighing 
againſt that ſart of Miniſtry, either as Le- 
' gal, or On-Ewvangelical, which GO D ſo blef- 
ſes; and makes uſe of, to Form Chriſtians 
| 7 ſuch a»Make, and Spirit, and 1emper : 
[F not, let them go on, and ſee what they! 
get by it in the Iſſue. And although, while 
they perſiſt in this Courſe, 1 am well aſſur'd 
they are doing the Devils Work, yet all the 
Hurt 1. wiſh them is, that they may not in the 
Event fall ſhort of Her, whoſe Charader is 
bere faithſully though imperfe@ly given, and 
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others of the like Stamp, to whom GOD is 
pleas d ſo remarkably to bleſs that ſort of Mi- 
niſtry, which they with ſo much bitterneſs 
Cenſure and Condemn. 


M AY You (Sir, ) If it be the Wall of 
GOD, ſhine the Brighter the more others 
ſiudy to Eclipſe you : May the Devil ( who 
is too ſubtle to Rage moſt, where his Intereſt 
is leaſt Aſſaulted ) find Tou throngh Divine 
Aſſiſtance, the more effetually ſupplanting 
and unlermining his Kingdom, the more 
Oppoſition he raiſes againſt You : May Tou 
be more and more fixt out of the reach of En- 
oy and Bitterneſs, Rage-and Malice: May 
the Exemplarineſs of Tur Life and Carriage 
felence all the Calummies of Tour Adwerſaries : 
And the Eminent Succeſs of Your Miniſterial 
Labours, more and more Confirm the Truth 
of the Dodrine You deliver : May You ſtill 
have freſh Supports afforded, ſuitable to Tour 
1ryals and Exigencies : And long remain an 
Inſtance of Publick Spiritedneſs and Integri- 
ty in agvretchedly Selfiſh Age : May Iou have 


an 
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an abundant Reward above ; and have Your 
Memory ( when Tou are gone to Reſt, ) bleſt 
bere Below : 


This is the Hearty Prayer, Of . 
SIR, 
© Your Unworthy Fellow-Labourer 


in the Work of the Goſpel. 


E. CALAMYT: 


A 


Funeral 
SERMON 


a — 


HEB. XI. xvi. 


But now they deſire a better Conntrey, 

that is an Heavenly; wherefore 

, God 3s not aſhamed to be called 
their God, for he hath prepared for 


them a City. 


HESE Words may be con- 

ſider'd under a double AſpeR. 

Either as particularly relating 
' : 

to the Old Patriarchs,of whom the Apo- 

 fhkis ia this Place diſcourſing : Or, As 

| they are equally applicable to any, who 

B tread 
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tread in their Steps in After-Times : 
Either as peculiarly meant of the 
Fore-Fathers of the Jewiſh Nation ; 
Or as generally regarding all who are 
ated by a like Faith with them ; All 
who are heartily Liſted 1n the Service 
of the ſame GOD, and ſtand in the 
ſame Relation to Him ; whoſe com- 
mon Spirit and Temper, Honour and 
Happineſs, is here exemplify'd and 
i]]uſtrated. | 
Conſider'd the former of theſe ways, 
Three Things in them deſerve Obſer- 
vation. 


I. The CharaQer given of thoſe An- 

* cient Worthies, Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob; concerning whom 'tis 
aſſerted, That they deſzr'd a better 
Countrey, that 1s an Heavenly. 

I. A comfortable Inference drawn 
from that Chara&ter ; Wherefore 
GOD was not aſham'd to be calf d 
their GOD. 

[1]. The Manifeſtation of the Truth 


of that Inference: GOD ſhew'd : 


he was not aſhanvd of that Name, 
in that he bad prepar'd for them a 
City, | | 


Theſe 


. 
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Theſe Three things duly weigh'd 
and conlider'd, will give a ſufficient 
inſight into the ſenſe of the Words, 
according to their Primitive and Or1- 
ginal Intention ; which once fcttled, 
will make way for the Dodqtrinal Ob- 
ſervations they afford, with their ſuit- 
able Improvement. 


I. Begin we then with conſidering 
the CharaQter here given of the Old 
Patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac and Fa- 
cob ; of whom *tis aſſerted, That They 
deſired a better C ountrey, that vu an Hea- 
venly. 

Abraham upon a Call of G O D, had 
forſaken his Native Countrey, his 
Kindred, Friends and Paternal Inhe- 
Titance, which are naturally very dear 
and valuable, and takea his Progreſs 
towards an unknown Land, which 
he upon the Divine Promiſe, believ'd 
would in time, become the Poſſeſſion 
of his Poſterity : While there, he 
had a Son and Grand-Son born to 
him, who were Heirs of the Promiſe ; 
who Travelld with: him from Place 
to Place, having n@ fixt abode, - or 
hope of preſent Settlement, but fol- 
towing G O D whithierſoever he would 
B 2 
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lead them ; living and dying 1m this 
Faith, That he would without fail, 
make good to a Tittle, All that he 
had promiſed them ; eſpecially with 
reference to their Propgeny, and the 
Meſſiab, (who was to ſpring up amongſt 
them) and their Future Bliſs. In the 
whole Covrſe of their Lives, they all 
profeſt themſelves Pilgrims and Stran- 
pers ; which (as it 1s here argu'd in the 
Context) intimated, that they ſought a 
Countrey, wherein they might be at reſt. 
This Countrey they ſought for, muſt 
be either Earthly or Heavenly : Were 
it an Earthly One, it muſt be either 
that which they had abandon'd; or 
that in hope of which they had forſa- 
ken the Land of their Nativity: It 
could not Is the former, for they had 
no thoughts -of returning to it; for 
which they :ould not have wanted 
Opportunity had they had an Inclina- 
tion: Neither could, it be the Jatter, 
becauſe though they were ſafely ar- 
rived at it, , beheld, and travelld 
through it, they yet ſought not for a 
Settlement in it: they profeſt to have 
bere no continuing City : they defir'd 
therefore @ bettqr Countrey, that is an 
Heavenly, 
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A Better Countrey. This is compara- 
tive. A Countrey better than that which 
they bad forſaten ;, and better than that 
in which they ſojourn'd, One better 
than that which they had forſaken. For 
they might well expect they ſhould 
be no loſers, at long run, by follow- 
ing GOD. How could they imagine 
he ſhould have put them upon leav- 
ing what was better, for that which 
- was really worſe? They might cer- 
tainly upon good Grounds hope, that 
when they had truſted to him to pro- 
vide for them, he would not leave 
them deſtitute and helpleſs; would 
not leave them worſe than he found 
them ; nay, not till he had made their 
liſtning to him, and following of 
him, in the final iſſue, abundantly 
worth their while, both in their own 
and others Eſtimation. Again, 


ONE better than that in which they 
ſojourn'd. For even in the Land of 
Canaan they were not at reſt. They 
did not incorporate with thoſe among 
whom they ſojourn 'd, but kept them- 
ſelves to themſelves, and that by or- 
der; andſo were but a poor folita- 
ry Family living upon Courteſie ; Had 

'B3 _ they 
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they therefore at the preſent ever ſuch 
Eaſe and Plenty, they knew not how 
ſoon they might be depriv'd of it ; 
being by ſome un-foreſeen Accident 
forc'd to a removal. The Land was 
in it ſelf 1ndeed delicious and tempt- 
ing ; ſtiled therefore in Holy Writ, 
a Land floning with Milk and Honey : 
7. e, abounding with the Neceſlaries 
and comfortable Conveniencies of Hu- 
mane Life; but, yet being Strangers ' 
in it, they met with a great many difh- 
culties and un-eaſfineſles, fatigues and 
troubles. And had theſe been much 
fewer and ſmaller than they really 
were, they muſt be ſuppos'd very 
ignorant and thoughtleſs, if they were 
not ſenſible that this Earth was no 
Place for a perpetual abode; that 
they were but paſling through it to- 
wards the Inviſible Regions ; And ina 
little time to be tranſplanted hence into 
another State. Like Perſons there- 
fore truly devoted to the Moſt High, 
they look'd beyond Earth for an 
Home, they defar'd a better Countrey ; 
where there ſhould be perfe&tion of 
Life, and Fulneſs of Bliſs ; freedom 
from all Evil, and an abundance of 
all good ; and that un-alterably ps 

of 
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for ever: And that the rather, be- 
cauſe they knew this was no more 
than he to whom they had devoted 
themſelves, and under whoſe Care 
they were, could eaſily help them to. 
Canaan was a good Land; but yet it 
could not ſatisie them; they till 
crav'd a bettcr Countrey : A Countrey 
of a better Nature; where they might 
have better Entertainments and En» 
joyments; and better Society and 
Converſe; all free from Mixtures and 
Defe&ts; more ſuitable to their ra- 
tional Refined Powers ; liable to no 
Changes or Alterations, Diſturbances 
or Interruptions; a Countrey there- 
fore neceſſarily of another Kind : 
That is, 


AN Heavenly Countrey. And inte 
deed deſiring a fixed Settlement, how 
weak muſt they have been, had their 
Thoughts ultimately fixt in any 0- 
ther! Earth being in its own Na- 
ture neceſſarily mutable ; and Heaven 
only fixed and ſtable. No other 
than an Heavenly Countrey could ſuit 
Heaven-born Souls ; and fatisfie their 
enlarged Cravings; no other could 
anſwer their ſpiritual Aims; no 0+ 
B 4 ther 
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ther could be perfe& and without 
mixtures; ſafe and of Eternal Conti- 
nuance. Such a Countrey therefore 
they deſir'd. We may tranſlate it a 
Supercaleſtial One; i, e. ſeated above 
all the viſible Heavens; meaning that 


2 Cor. 12. which is calld the Third Heaven. 
2, | 


SOME are very earneſt in main- 
taining, that the Ancient Patriarchs 
neither had any better Promiſe, nor 
higher Thoughts than of a Temporal 
Felicity. Whereby they would tempt 
one almoſt to think, that they hardly 
ever took Notice of this Paſſage of 
Sacred Writ, where the direct con- 
trary 1s clearly intimated, when it 
is aſſerted, that they deſir'd an Hea- 
venly Countrey. Crellius particularly 
in his Comment on the Text, pre- 
tends, that the meaning 1s, a better 
Countrey was deſigrd for them, but 
wot explicitely deſar d by them. He 
owns indeed that a State of Immor- 
tality and Glory 1s here intended ; 
though not as look'd for, and defar'd 
by the Patriarchs by Vertue of any 
Promiſe: But as what would enſue 
according to the Divine Purpoſe, al- 
though they had no ground to be- 
wh A | lieve 
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lieve it. Which in ſhort,is adirect level- 
ling them with the reſt of the World, 
notwithſtanding that God had thought 
fit to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh them 
out of ſpecial Favour. For Temfor.d 
Bleſſings were not a ſufficient Mark 
of Diſtin&tion ; nor a ſuitable Foun- 
dation for that celebrated Covenant 
'of Peculiarity, Can it be imagin'd 


'that God ſhould be call'd their God, 


ſo often, and in ſo pompous a man- 


'ner, above what could be claim'd 


and pretended to by the reſt of the 


'World, and after all it ſhould iſſue 


in nothing but his ſettling on their 
Poſterity a ſmall Spot of Land, 
wherein they themſelves all their 
Days were Strangers, having no cer- 
tain Habitation ? Are theſe Tempo- 
poral lower Things to be thought 


'of ſach account with God? Muſt 


not the Ancient Worthies be ſuppo- 
ſed groſsly carnal in their Aims and 
Inclinations, if theſe furniſht with 


the principal Motives of their Obe- 


dience? What ſort of Servants muſt 
God have of thoſe, who . had only 


 Earthly Things in their Eyes? Whoſe 
' Hopes and Hearts were not fixt on 
Heaven? All their Devotioa muſt 


neceſ- 
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neceſſarily be mean and flat, and all 


— 


their Service ſpiritleſs and beggarly. 
How could it be poſſible, that ſuch 
Heroical Obedience, as theirs was in 
ſundry Inſtances, ſhould ariſe from 
ſuch mean and weak Foundations ? 
Beſides, How could this Suppoſition 
conſiſt with the Apoſtles preſent Ar- 
gument ? Who if he doth not prove 
that their Faith wrought in the De- 
ſire and ExpeQtation of Heavenly 
Things, proves nothing at all to his 
Purpoſe; As is evident, if the Con- 
text be duely Conſulted. But *tis to 
little Purpoſe to Argue, where Men 
having fixt their Hypotheſis, which 
they will not alter, will reſolve all 


Things they meet with into a con- ' 


ſiſtency with it. To one that con- 
ſiders things fairly, a Believer not 
eying Heaven, will appear a Con- 
tradition; And that of ſuch a Na- 
ture, as that the difference of the 
Oeconomy Perſons are under, will be 
far from fatisfatorily Accounting 


for it. 


*'T1S further obſervable, that this 
Heavenly Countrey was much deſar'd 
by them. - The Word we fo Frag 

Uate 
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ſlate, intimates great Earneſtneſs and 
Y- | vehemence in reaching out after the 
h | Thing aimed at. They did not on- 
In ly therefore faintly wiſh, that they 
n } might be- admitted into the Celeſti- 
'* | al Manſions, when. they had finiſht 
mn} their Courſe on Earth: But their 
'- | Deſire was vigoroufly a&tive in a wa 

'E | of endeavour, in Order to their fafe 
-" | Arrival at them. The Grounds of 
J | their Deſire of this Heavenly Coun- 
5 | trey were mainly theſe. They were 
- | feelingly ſenſible of their want of 
© | fomething higher and more noble, 
iN} more ſolid and more durable, than 
h | this Earth was able to afford them ; 
ll | they found juſt ground for diſſatiſ- 
- | faction, in their preſent flitting, nn- 
| certain, wandering, and imperfe& 
| State: They were at the ſame Time 
- | fully ſatisfied, that if they could but 
| once reach Heaven, al] their Diff- 
© | culties and Exerciſes, all their Per- 
© | plexity and Uneaſinefs would be at 
S | an End, and that for ever: And 
withal, they were not deſtitute of 
Reaſon to Hope, that that God who 
had given them ſo many Aſſurances 
of his Favour, would not herein re- 
fuſe to gratihe them; Which Grounds 
Were 
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were of ſuch a Nature, as that they 
might well carry their deſire to a 
conſiderable heighth, and make it 


| 
very vehement, and earneſt, and con- * 


ſequently very influential on their 
whole Condu@ and Behaviour. For 
Defire cannot 1n any Caſe but be en- 
flam'd where theſe three Things con- 
cur; a Senſe of want; a certain 


Proſpet of a comfortable Alterati- | 
on upon its Accompliſhment ; and a | 


grounded Hope of that Accompliſh- 
ment; no one of which could be 
ſaid to be wanting in the Caſe of 
theſe Patriarchs. 


THUS much briefly of their Cha-, 
raGer, which though ſhort, carries in | 


it a plain Deſcription both of thery 
Faith and Converſation. 


O F their Faith, In that they no- 


£ 


? 


nes ” AM CAN 2% hat * 
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bs 
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thing doubted but there was a ſtable, | 


firm, Heavenly City and Countrey, * 


built, made and prepar'd by G OD, 
for all his ſincere Servants ; a Place 
and State infinitely beyond any that 
was to be met with here on Earth , 
into which they queſtion'd not, bur 
that they in time ſhould be rRegiy'd, 


I z 
Fl 
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if they perſiſted in an Holy Courſe of 
| Obedience to the end of their Lives. 


oo” ® oy 


- OF their Converſation; in that their 
r 7 firm Belief of the Excellency of that 
r 7 Heavenly Countrey which they had in 
- | their Eye, made them earneſtly de- 
- | fire it, and vigorouſly follow after 
l fit; over-look all diſcouragements 
- | and difficulties they met with 1n their 
4 | way toit; contemn all Earthly Glo- 
- |} ries in compariſon of it; and tend 
e | towards it in their whole Courſe ; 
f | and that with ſuch earneſtneſs and 
aſſiduity, as ſufficiently intimated to 
all that obſery'd them, that they 
i=} look'd not on themſelves as of this 
N | World, but as of another Countrey ; 
| 


and reckon'd not upon being at home, 
: till they got ſafe to Heaven. 


- | THIS being well conſfiderd will 
ez | abate our Wonder at the ſeemingly 
/» } ſtrange Inference we find drawn from 

> this their Character ; to the Conſide- 
© | ration whereof, I now in the Second 
il | Place proceed. 


oy STRANGE but comfortable is 
' the Truth hence inferr'd, Wherefore 
i ( faith 


A Funeral Setmon. 


(faith the Apoſtle) GOD is not a-| 
ſhamed to be called they GOD : So 


well did he approve of their foreſaid 


Faith and Deſire, that he thought fit 
to give Evidence of his ſpecial reſpe& | 


to them. Their Faith being fo firm; 
and their reliance on the Divine Pro- 
-miſes ſo ſteddy, as its fruits and ef- 


fe&s diſcovered it ; they being ſo free | 


in deſpiſing theſe lower things, and 
i earneſt in purſuing higher, upon 
the inducements he ſet before them ; 
-he did not diſdain them, or think it 
any -diſhonour to him, to own them 
to be his, and himſelf to be Theirs. He 


\ 


"mn 


UT 


-0- 


-thought it no Diſgrace to him to vouch 
.a ſpecial Relation to them. This is 


-fpoken after the manner of Men. The| 


expreſſion. is Negative, the meaning 


Ges. $57 


Poſative. It implies a joyful acknow-j 
ledgment of them, as a Father of aj 


Generous Son: and a much greater | 
;readineſs to gratifie :their reaſonable 
Deſires, 'than there could be in the} 
.tendereſt Earthly Parent, towards the 
:moſt dutiful and reſpe&ful Child con- 
ceivable. And here let's Pauſea little, 
and make our Remarks, 


GOD 


a - a a a - as 4 


A Fitneral Sermon. 


Ss 
o| GOD was neither aſham'd to be 
- l their GOD, nor to be cald ſo. 

UT. 


Ct FHe was not aſhamed to be their GOD. 
n,;} If He had, He would never, either 
O0- | have repreſented Himſelf as Mch, or 
f-| have ſuffer'd Himſelf to have been 
ee | ſo repreſented by others. He was 
df their GOD: And that not only in a 
nj way of Propriety, Dominion, and So- 
134 vereignty, in which Senſe He 1s the 
it] GOD of all Men; but in a way of 
m} ſpecial Intereſt, ariſing from a Cove- 
le} nant Engagement to them ; whereby 
hf He ſtood bound to take Care of and 
5} Provide for them; to Protect and 
ef} Bleſs them; to be their Shield, and 
18Þ exceeding great Reward, as He parti- Gen. 15.1. 
v-4 cularly Promis'd Abraham. Now what 
at an Honour was this! For any of the 
er} degenerate Children of Adam, to be 
le} admitted into ſuch a Relation to, to 
ef have ſuch an Intereſt in, the [Infinite 
nef Lord of Heaven and Earth ! Of whorn, 
n-f and to whom, and through whom are 
ef all Things! And who really is all # 
all ! Well confider'd, it will appear 
amazing. 


A- 
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Exod. 3, 
6, 15. 


AGAIN; He was not aſham'd to/ 
own and call Himſelf their GOD ;| 
which is yet more. For He might} 
really be their GOD, and yet not} 
be ready to /;gnifie, or ſo willing to| 
have MB Publiſht that He was fo: But! 
alas, having taken them for his own, | 
and put ſuch an excellent Spirit in-| 
to them, He thought it no diſhonour} 
to Him to be calld by their Name.?! 
For thus doth He expreſs Himſelf to} 
Jioſes. IT am the GOD of Abrabam,| 
the GOD of Iſaac, and the GOD of 
Jacob. And again; The Lord GOD 
of your Fathers, the GO D of Abra-} 
bam, the GOD of Iſaac, the GO Dj 


_ _—_ 


of Jacob. This is my. Name for ever; | 


this is my Memorial to all Generations, | 
Now what an Honour was this tof 
them, for the great GOD to. be 
nam'd after them! What were A-J 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, but Men 
wino were Dead, and laid in their 
Graves, long before this Speech was 
addreſt to Moſes? And what were 
they while Living, but poor deſolate 
Strangers, wandring from Place 
to Place; naturally infirm ; vile thro' 
Sin; and every way imperfe&t ; and 
there- 
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therefore abſolutely ſpeaking, unwor= 
thy of any Favour ? What an ama- 
Zing Thing then 1s it, that GOD 
ſhould as it were be beholden to them 
for a Name, and borrow a Title from 
them, whereby he ſhould be known to 
others ! This 1s an Honour the Great- 
neſs whereof we cannot reach; and 
which no Compariſons can help to 1l- 
luitrate. 


IT deſerves however to be obſerv'd, 
that although theie Patriarchs were far 
from having any thing to Merit ſuch an 
Honour, yet were they ſo qua'ijft 4, as 
that it was not uabecoming GOD to 
confer ſuch an Honour upon them. 


Abraham, 1ſ{a:c and Jacob, as unworthy 


as they were, were vet P erſons of a Sin 
cere Faith, and He zvenly Converſation ;, as 
hath before been hinted : And had 


_ they not been thus qualift 4, we may be 


aſſurd G O D would never have 
own'd them for His. Had they been 
prevailingly Terrene and Carnal, 
like the reſt of the World; governd 
by the Spirit of it : - ingulphr ia the 
common Pollutions, " Senſualities and 
Impieties, of the Prophane and A- 
theiſtical Inhabitants of the Land 
C where- 
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wherein they Sojourn'd; He would 
have been aſham'd to have been cal- 
led their GOD. He would have rec- 
kon'd it ignominious and a reproach 
to Him, to have own'd a peculiar 
Relation to them. For this would 
have been to have attempted to di- 
ſtinguiſh ſuch as would not be di- 
ſtingviſhed ; and to have made a vi- 
ſible difference by FaFours and Pri- 
viledges, where there was no vilible 
difference in Temper and Converſa- 
tion, that might {ignite a more ex- 
cellent Spirit: Which, how much ſo- 
ever it might be to the guſt of a 
Carnal Mind, could not but appear 
a Matter of Shame to an Holy GOD. 
But they being by - His influence 
wrought up to ſuch a Temper and 
Carriage, as hath before been brief- 
ly ſignifi'd, *twas conſiſtent with His 
Honour, He was zot aſham'd to own 
them for His. 


HE is never aſham'd of Perſons, 
becauſe Poor and Mean, and of no 
Account in the World ; But He would 
and might juſtly be ſo, of thoſe who 
wallow'd 1n Filth, and delighted in 


Impurity. *Twas otherwiſe with theſe - 


Patri- 


:, my 


P CO nan rj. & > mo. 


P—_—_—_— - - 


_ —_ 
* 


- >. "HE 
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Patriarchs., Although they made no 
great Figure, yet ſuch was their Spi- 
rit, and ſuch their Carriage, that He 
thought it not a Diminution to Him, 
to be ſtiled theirs. It was thoughr 
mean by the - Heathen World, and a 
Matter of Reproach, that He ſhould 
ſtile Himſelf the GOD of Thrice 
Poor wandring Pilgrims: But let 
them Laugh on; He was not a- 


” ſham'd of His Title, nor did He diſ- 


uſe it till He had famiſht their - 
dols, which hey ſet up in Oppoti- 
tion to Him, and effeCtually vindica- 


' ted Himſelf from the Reproach of 
{ their Admurers. 


NAY, He was not only z0t 4- 
ſham'd of His Title, but He glory'd 


Jin it. For He gave Himſelf this 


- Name in Confirmation of the Coves 


nant, by which He ſtood engagd to 
theſe Worthies, whereby he had am- 
ple occaſion of glorifying the Holy 


- Properties of his Nature, in the diſ- 


* plays of His Grace, Goodneſs, Truth, 


| and Power; and various other of His 


| moſt glorious Perfe&ions, on their 


( behalf. And the Meaner the Ob- 
| jets, the greater the Glory, Thus 
C2 GOD 


—_— 
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Matt. 2 2, 


Zl, 32. 
Luke 20. 


3%. 


GOD mas not aſhamed to be called | 


Their 6 0D. 


BU T I know not how todiſmiſs 
this Clauſe, without obſerving how 
it confirms our Saviour's Argument 
againſt the Sadducees, in Proot both 
of The Souls Immortality, and the Bo- 


dys ReſurreGion ;, to clear which, this * 


very Paſſage is Cited out of Exodus, 
which 1s here referred to, 


T HE Sadducees deny'd both theſe 


WESC: > To 


Grand Articles of FAITH, (as ap- þ 
pears from AG&s 23. 8.) When there- | 
fore they came to our Bleſſed Lord * 
with a Fooliſh Queſtion, he to con- ' 
front them (as will appear by conſul- | 
ting the Places Cited in the Margin) * 
urges this Declaration of GOD by | 


Moſes, of His being the God of A- 


brabam, Iſaac and facoh, Some have | 
been ſo petulant, as to call the ſtrength | 


of his Argument, taken from this | 


Declaration, into Queſtion; but con- | 


really have bin aſham'd of making 
any ſuch Declaration, bad mot their 
Souls 


- 


[ 
B, 
by 


iider'd with the light my Text gives * 
it, *twill, I think, appear ſuffici- 7 
ently cogent, For G O D would 


”" i AE HE i «© Aim. 
s VEE IEEE 


4% - —_ 
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| Souls bin immortal, and were not their 


Bodies to riſe again, 


1. GOD would have bin aſham'd 
to have bin called the God of Abra- 
ham, tjaac and Jacob, if their Souls 
had not bin immortal, For they were 
all Dead a conſiderable time before 
he” made: that Declaration to Moſes, 


; as before was hinted, Now GOD, 


(as Our Saviour urged) 95 not the GOD 
of the dead, but of the living, Hed 
have bin aſhamed to have {til'd him- 


| felf their G OD after their Deceaſe, 
| had they thereupon quite loſt their 
+ Being. For what could his pretend- 
” ing to that Relation to them have 
* ſignified, if it conld not have kept 
» them from returning to Nothing ? 
- In ſtiling Himſelf Theirs, He certain- 


ly intended ſome peculiar Bleſliag and 
Advantage to them above others, 
This they could not be faid to have 


| had at any time in this World ; for 


they were continually fatigu'd and 
harraſs'd, and never at Reſt: *Tis 


| therefore neceſſary they ſhould have 
; It 1n another or otherwiſe this Pro- 
4 miſe of His being Therrs, would 


ſhamefully have fallen ſhort of what 
C3 it 
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; 
it ſeemed to import. If (as one well | 
ſays) - nothing beyond this Lite had | 
bin reſerved for them, that faying | 
of Old Jacob towards the end of his | 
Life, Few and evil have the days of ? 
. the years of niy life been, would have | 
bin an Eternal Reflection on the þ 
Truth and Faithfulneſs of Him, who | 
had & often called Himſelf The GOD ! 
of Jacob : But ſuppoſing Him to make | 
up in the Happineſs of another Life, 
what was wanting in this; Suppo- | 
ſing Him to have fixt their Depart- | 
ed Spirits in Un-Alterable . Bliſs ; | 
His Promiſe and Declaration appears : 
to have been made Good to the Ful] ; : 
And He needed not to be aſhamed |: 
to be called their GO D., Again, 


2. HE would have bin aſham'd to 
have bin called, The GOD of Abfra- | 
bam, Iſaac and Facob, if their Bodies 
were not to riſe again. Which though | 
it be not ſo clear and diftealy evi- | 
dent as the foregoing Propoſition; yet | 
1s It not deſticute of ſufficient Proof, | 
For let it be obferv'd; Our Souls 
and Bodies are ſo adapted to each \ 
other, That a ſeparate Soul, though |; 
in the midſt of Blifs, is in a fort | 


perfect, | 


7 
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perfe&, while without its proper Bo- 
dy ; after which, notwithſtanding the 
greateſt ſnrrounding Glory that could 
be imagind, there yet remains an 
hankering inclination. Now would 
it not reflect on the Bleſſed G O D 
to make His Servants happy by halves ? 
To {trip them of their Bodies, be- 
fore they ſhould at all taſte of the 
Proviſion he had made for them in 
the Upper World; and leave them 
without all hope of receiving them 
anew, notwithſtanding a Re-union 
to them would be a great Addition 
to their Happineſs? Withal, it ſeems 
highly equitable, That the ſame Body 
which at the Sous Command, was 
often harraſs'd, and bore a great 
many Fatigues in the Seryice of 
G O D, ſhould alſo ſhare in the Re- 
ward following upon it. Further ; 
Humane Nature, conlider'd as fram'd 
entire by G O D, muſt neceſlarily have 
ſome End propounded to it ; which 
can be no» other than the Bleſled- 
neis of the //hole Man: For the End 
of one Part, cannot be the End of the 
Whol: : But G OD made the Whole; 
and takes the Whole under His Spe- 
cial Care and Patronage when {in- 

GC 4 cerely 
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cerely devoted to Him; and there- 
fore muſt make the Whole Happy, 
unleſs he be ſuppos'd to, mock thoſe 
whoſe G OD Ke profeſles Himſelf; 
Which to imagine, would be a moſt 
ſhameful Reflection upon Him. Now 
this cannot be without a Reſurre@icn 
of th: Body ;, which therefore, toge- 
ther with the Soul's Immortality, re- 
ſults by Conſequence, from His pro- 
feſs't Relation to theſe Patriarchs as 
their G O D. 


IIT. I T now remains, That in the 
Third and laſt place, I a little con- 
ſider the manifeſtation of the Truth 
of the foregoing comfortable Tyfer- 
rence, which ſtands thus; G O D 
ſhow'd He was not aſhamd to be 
call d their GOD, in that He had 
prepar'd for them a City. 


A CITY. This 1s the fame with 
that bettcr Heavenly Conntrey, of which 
in the fore-going part of the Verſe 
they are faid to be fo deſgrous. Hea- 
ven 1s expreſt to us in the Sacred 
Scriptures, by ſundry Mctaphorical 
Reſemblances. Sometimes its call'd a 
Paradiſe, or Garden, becauſe of its 
= pleaſant- 


; 
Lo 
FF 


> 
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ſanineſs and delightfulneſs. But there 

* being in a Garden no fixt abode, 

| 'tis called az Hovſe ; which hath con- Joh. 14-2. 
 veniency for fixing. But an Houſe 

* may be too ſtrait for the number 

; of inhabitants, and therefore ?*tis here 

» called a City, and elſewhere in this yer x0, 
Chapter, and in many other Places. 

But leaſt any ſhould think of being 
incommoded for want of Room and 

Air, 'tis here alfo calld a Countrey. 

| And becaule a City or Countrey may 

- be deſtitute of the Glory that attends, ,,.. ., 
a Court, tis calld a Kingdom, And 22, 

the Deſign of theſe and all other the 2Pet.1.11 
4 different ways of Repreſentation us'd 

” in this Caſe, is to ſatishe us that the 

| Place and State prepar'd by GOD 

for the Everlaſting Entertainment of 

His Faithful Servants, hath all things 

in it that can be really needful or 

; uſeful, delightful or entertaining , 

' comfortable or deſirable, to Perſons 
advanc'd to that Degree of PerfeQtion 

which they ſhall be rais'd unto. 


> THIS City ts prepard. Herein 
” there is an Alluſion to the manner 
' of diſpoſing Colonys into Cities and. 
Towns: Before the actual _ 
. '0 


A Funeral Sermon, 


of which, all things are uſually rea- | 
dy prepar'd for their Habitation and ? 
Entertainment. Conſonantly where- | 
to, is intimated that in this Caſe, 

G OD was fully provided with whats- | 
ſoever was requiite to the Eternal | 
Reſt and Bleſſezdneſs of theſe His | 
Servants ; That He had made ſuch Prce | 
viſion for them, as was abundantly * 
ſufficient to anſwer all the Ends of | 
His being their G O D, or being ſo 
called. | 
- BUT withal, it 1s to be ob-| 
ſerv'd, That this Preparation neceſſa- | 
rily alſo includes and ſuppoſes, the * 
Interpoſition of Chriſt the Mediator, þ 
by whom this City was to be pro- » 
cured and purchasd: And alſo the 

Influence of the Divine Spirit, to pre- ' 
pare theſe Candidates for that perfe- ' 
aly Holy State, in which much more 
of the Happineſs of Heaven lies, than : 
in the Glorys of the Place: Which | 
Spirit is ſuppoſed to work Faith in ' 
them ; and by ſanQifying them, to 
Prepare for Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment. 


FOR theſe Bleſſed Patriarchs was |: 
this City prepard ; For them, and not | 
for others; Not becauſe they merit | 

"0 ed 
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ed it, and others not ; but becauſe 
through the Infinence of Divine 
Grace, they earneitly minded, defir'd, 
and fought it; deſpis'd all Earthly 
Felicity in Compariſon of it; and 
thought nothing too much to under- 
g0 in the way to it, For them 
was a Bleſſed Home prepar'd above, 
who never thought themſelyes at 
Home while here on Earth, For 
them who were all their Days P1- 
grims and Strangers here, was Ever- 
laſting Reſt provided in the Heaven- 
ly State. For how unequal fſoever 
the preſent Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence may appear, GOD will at 
long run make a mighty difference, 
between thoſe who ſincerely Love, 
and ſerye Him, and Value His Fa- 
vour; and ſuch as neglet and flight 
Him, and bid Him defiance. 


NOW how full an Evidence was 
GODs thus preparing this City for 
theſe Patriarchs, of his not being a- 
ſham'd either to be their God, or to 
be calld ſo? Hereby He fſufſhciently 
diſcharg'd the demands of that De- 
Caration, and carry'd it as became 
that Relation, For had He been No 
ner 
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ther weary or aſham'd of them, 
He'd have caſt their Souls into a 
dezp Sleep, whence they ſhould ne- 
ver have recoverd; He'd have let 
their Bodies have for ever lain rot- 
ting in the Grave without any Hope of 
Reſurrection ; He'd never have thought 
of them more: He'd have let them 
ſink into their Primitive Nothing ; 
bury'd them in an Everlaſting Odb- 
livion ; and haye taken elteCtual Care, 
that neither they themſelves ſhould 
{urvive to upbraid him with his a&t- 
ing ſo unſuitably to his profeſt Re- 
lation to them, in his not having 
made anſwerable Proviſion for them ; 
nor any others on their Account, 
But on the other fide, having pro- 
vided ſuch an Happy Reward, for 
all their Pains and Labour in his 
Service, as the Bleſſedneſs of the 0- 
ther World, He fully ſhews that He 
is altogether Conſiſtent with Him- 
ſelf, and punctual to the utmoſt Tit- 
tle to all His Promiſes; and no way 
wanting in any thing which they 
could reaſonably expe& that a GOD, 
nay, even their GOD, ſhould be un+ 
to them, or do for them. | 


THUS 


ES 


bor: _ 


Os 5 "gc REES 2 a> I TA TT PO > 


. 
b 
of 
| 
$ 
; 
p 


| 
4 
; 
F 
: 


wt 


-— Wy 


” br FA my" CO TY RT”. Py. 


A Funeral Sermon, 


T HUS have I as briefly, as well 
I could, open'd and clear'd the Pri- 
mitive Senſe of the Words, accord- 
ing to their Reference to the Ancient 
Patriarchs : As to whom they 1nti- 
mate to us in ſhort, That a mop 
excellent Spirit was found in them, and a 
ſuitable Reward was provid:d for them. 
But they have an Eye upon Us allo 
as well as upon Them, and may be 
of uſe to all who come after them. 
For with good Reaſon may we up- 
on Reflection conclude, that where- 
ever there 1s the ſame Spirit work- 
ing, and ſhowing it felt, the ſame 
Reward in Proceſs of Time will fol- 
low. GOD will no more be aſhamd 
to be calld the GOD of any of us, 
as meanly as we may poſſibly be 
thought off either by our ſelves or 
others, than He was to be called the 
GOD of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob 
if we are Heavenly in our Temper, 
Bent, and Stated Courſe, as they ap- 
pear to have been; and we ſhall find 
in the Event, He hath made as am- 
ple Proviſion for our Everlaſting En- 
tertainment as ever He did for 
theirs, 
SUN- 
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SUNDRY Dodrinal Obſervations 
that would be both Inſtrucive and 
Aﬀecting, would ſo full and copious 
a Text as this thus open'd, afford 
Foundation for : But waving others, 
Ple Sele& theſe two, which Ple en- 
deavour ſuccinctly to open and illu- 
ſtrate. 


s | DOUT., 
1HAT all Holy Souls look upon 


themſelves but as Pilgrims, 
and Strangers here on Earth ; 
and are therefore earneſtly de- 
ſrrous of a better Countrey, 
that is an Heavenly. 


DOCTI.. .L 


THAT GOD would be aſhaw'd 
fo be call d the GOD of 
ſuch as Renouncing this World ; 
devote themſelves entirely to 
his Service, and ardently af- 
pire Heaven-wards in the 
Courſe of their preſent Pilgri- 


mage, 
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| mage, if He had not made 
| abundant Proviſion for their 

Happineſs in a better State 
and Life after this. 


DOGI. L 


THAT all Holy Souls look on thems- 
ſelves but as Pilprims and Strc 
gers here on Earth; and are wk 
fore earneſtly deſarous of a better 
Countrey, that is an Heavenly. 


: THAT it hath actually been thus 
{with many of the molt Eminent 
Saints, mention'd 1n the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, 1s undeniable. Says Abraham 


[ger and Sojourner with you, And Ja- 
\cob ſpeaking to King Pharaoh, calls 


to the Sons of FHeth, I am a Stran- Gen.23.4. 


[he Days of his Life, The Days of Gen.47.9. 


the Tears of his Pilgrimage. They 
(as hath before been 'obſerv'd ) were 
: but Sojourners in that Land whereof 
;they had the Promiſe; and herein 
| they. did but ſhadow out and repre- 
ſent the common Condition of good 
Men in this Life ; who notwithſtan- 
ding the firmueſs of their adherence 
to 


_ 


"W Funeral SCrmotrn, 


— -y _—_———_— 


1 Chron, 
29- I g . 


Plal. 39. 
I2, 


Verl. 10, 


to GOD, are travelling up and down | 
in the World for a Time, in great ? 
uncertainty ; often chaaging their 
Place, and State, and Poſture, and | 
Circumſtances ; as they of Old did | 
in Canaan, Of which alſo they have | 
not becn injenſible: Thus Dawid 

confeſleth toGOD; We are Strangers | 
before T hee, and Sojour 1 ers as were all. 
our Fathers: And he erves this Rea- ? 
ſon; Our Days oz Earth are as a Sha- 

dow, and there is none aiiding., And 

elſewhere; 1 am a Stranger with thee, | 
and a Sojourner, as all” my F athers | 
were, And it hath been the like| 
with others alſo. But that which ! 

bore them up in this their unſettled ? > 
State, and under all the Evils and © 

Troubles which attended it, was the þ 
Hope and Proſpect of a quiet Habi- 
tation, and perpetual Reſt in a Fu-| 
ture State. Thus we are told con- | 
cerning Abraham 1n this very Chap} 
ter ; That be ſonght a City which had 
Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
was GOD. And *tis intimated, that 
it was the believing Foreſight of that, 
which made him eafie in the midſt | 
of all his Difficulties. And Facob in 


an Holy Rapture cries out; 7 have 
waited 


WENN One. 
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waited for thy Salvation, O Lord. And _ 49. 
Job 19.26, 


Job declares, that though after his 18 
Skin, Worms ſhould deſtroy his Body,” 
yet in his Fleſh ſhould be ſee GOD: 
Whom he © [l.ould ſee for bin:ſelf, and 
mot another : Though his Reins wert 
conſur'd within him. The thought 
whereof enabled him to hold our, 
under the foreſt Tryals. David alſo 
herein Triumphs ; that whatever he 
was forc't firſt to undergo, GOD 


would at length /hew him the Path pg. 15; 
of Life: and bring him to bis own Pre- 11; 


ſence, where there is fulneſs of Joy; 
and to his Right Hand, where are Plea- 


ſures for evermore. And at another 


Time, when he was much diſcom- 
pos'd at the Reflection on his own 
Afﬀicted State, compard with the 
Proſperity of the Wicked; he ſoon 
recovers, at the Thought of the Hap- 
py Iſue that awaited all his preſent 
Exerciſes and Conflicts. As for me 


Righteouſneſs: I ſhall be ſatisft'd, when 
T awake with thy likeneſs. St. Paul 
alſo not only in his own Name, but 
as perſonating the Body of Believers, 


declares; We know, that if our Earth- 2 Cox.5.z. 


ly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſ- 
D fold, 


= 


Plal. 27 
( fays he) 7 will bchold thy Face in. 
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'2 Cor. 4. 
17. 


felyud, we bave a Building of GOD, 
an Houſe not made with Hands, Eter- 
nal in the Heavens, And that our 
Light Affii@1on, which is but for a 
Moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and Eternal weight of Glory. 


WHICTH Things taken together, 
give us ſufficiently to underſtand thay 
this Doctrine is true i» Fa@&, as to 
many of the moſt remarkable Ser- 
vants of GOD, whom we find men- 
tion'd in our Sacred Records: To 
whoſe Experiences in a Point of this 
Nature, we may well conclude, thoſe 
of others, who are ated by the ſame 
Spirit, how different ſoever their 

articylar. Circumſtances may be, 

ould be Conſonant and Correſpon- 

dent. But I advance further, and 
dare be bold to fay, that whoſoever 
truly belong to G OD, they cannat 
but look upon themſelves as Pil- 
grims in this Life; and therefore 
can do no other than earneſtly ſeek 
an Hame above, where they may be 
at Reſt, and that for ever, And if 
youl but a little conſider, the Ds- 
vine Principle that 1s in them; the 
Worlds unſuittableneſs to them; _ 
tne 
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the Proſpet# Faith gives them of Fu- 
turities, you'l ealily conclude, that 
it muſt neceſſarily be with 


thus 
them. 


FIRST then, Let vs a little conſi- 

der the Divine Principle which is 1n all 
Holy Souls; and which not only 1s 7 
them, but atts and governs them. 
They ate made partaters of 4 Divine 2 P=t+1:4- 
Nature; which therefore neceſſarily © 
prompts to, and iſſues in a Divine Life ; 
which lies tn two things,amoung others, 
a Love of GO D, and Univerſal Pu- 
'y; Both which have a direct ten- 
dency to alienate them from this 
World, and make them Foreigners in 
it; and toraltle their Hearts towards 
a better World, aud make them ear- 
neſt Seekers of ir. 


rity . 


1. THE Divine Principle, which is 
implanted in all Holy Souls, naturally 
tends to draw forth their utmoſt af- 
dour in the Love of GOD, to whom 
it brings them wholly to reſign and 
facrifice themſelves ; deſiring above 
all things to pleaſe Hit, and dehighting 
1n Bothing fo much as in Fellowſhip 
and Gommunion with Him, It cau- 
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Pl.73. 25» 


Cor. 5. 
> Bo 


{es them to diſdain and undervalue all 
things below Him, as mean and unwor- 
thy : So that that Strain of the Pfal- 
miſt, Whom have we in Heaven but Thee, 
and there's none upon Earth we deſire be- 
(ides Thee ! becomes their natural 
breathing. For He 1s really their Souls 
laſt End and Reſt. Now how can 
Perſons of this Make be fond of this 
preſent World, which is a meer Stage 
of Vanity and Sin ; where, under the 
utmoſt Advantages, they are. compa- 
ratively diſtant from Him whom their 
Souls love : Comparatively, I ſay, with 
what they deſire, and hope to be here- 
aſter, 


THEY well know that While they 
are at Home in the Body, they are abſent 
from the Lord : How then can they do 
any other, than (as the Apoſtle inti- 
mates) be rather willing to be abſent from 
the Body, and preſent with the Lord. *Tis 
the nature of Love to excite vehement 
deſire after the neareſt Union that is 
poſlible with its Prime Object, and to 
make uneaſie under Abſence and Se- 
paration from it. Now, what is in 
this Life to be found, and felt, and en- 
joy'd of G OD), is as nothing, to what 
our 
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our Natures are capable of, and what 
Grace leads Holy Souls moſt earneſtly 
to delire, and what they hereafter 
hope for : (on the Account whereof it 
is that they are at preſent ſaid to be 
as it were, abſent from lim :) Thein- 
tenſeneſs therefore of their Love to 
Him, neceſſarily leads them to look 
upon themſelves, as being in this Life 
abroad, and 1n a ſtrange Countrey ; and 
with vehemence to long for that near 
Viſion, and cloſe and un-interrupted 
Enjoyment of Him, which they expect 
when they ſhall come to be at Home : 
And, when they ac like themſelves, 
nothing but a ſenſe of Duty, and de- 
fire of ſerving the Purpoſes of His Glo- 
ry, according to their capacity here 
on Earth, can enable them to brook 
their Abſence from Heaven, where their 
Hearts and Hopes are fixt. 


2. THAT Divine Principle which 
reſides, rules and governs in all Holy 
Souls, moſt naturally and directly in- 
fluences them to an Univerſal Purity. 
They are fram'd for Divine and In- 
telleCtual Pleaſures; which are unſpeak- 
ably Superiour to what Senſe can poſ- 
libly afford. The Body, whereto they 
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Ire at preſent linkt in its State of Mor- 
tality and Corruption, hath ſuch a pro- 
penſeneſs to be inveigled by thoſe 
light and Airy Gratifications which 
Senſual Objects offer for their Enter- 
tainment, that they are forc't to keep 
up a conſtant Conteſt with it; and to 
be perpetually ſtriving for the Maſtery 
of it : And when they have doneall they 
can, they find their ſucceſs ſo ſmall, thar 
they have good reaſon with the Apoſtle 


Rom.y.24 Paul to cry out of their wretchedneſs. 


This makes them neceſſarily very un- 
eaſte ; and the more ſo, becauſe they 
can fee no reaſon to hope 1t will be 
otherwiſe while this Life laſts. Well 
then, and naturally may they con- 
clude, that this 1s not a Placefor thein 
to be fond of ; or whercin they ſhould 
defire to ſettle ; that this World is a 
place where they mult carry it as 
Strangers, leaſt before they are aware, 
they are defiPd and debasd: They 
muſt needs be induc'd often to lonz 
for their Arrival at that Place and 
State, where being free trom that toil 
and trouble, which is now their daily 
Exerciſe they ſhall meet with Entertain- 
ments every way ſuitable to their ſab- 
lime and refig'd Tempers, and be fa- 
tiating 
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tiating themſelves therewith to all Eter- 
nity, But further, 

2, I F we add hereto the Conſide- 
ration of the Worlds unſuitablencſs to 
Holy Souls, we ſhall meet with fur- 
ther Evidence of the ſame thing. 
Whatever others think, who judge 
by the Great , and put all the Ad- 
ditionals of a Freatiſh Fancy into the 
Scale, together with that ſmall Scant- 
ling of Reality that is here to be met 
with ; for their parts they find this 
World to be a very unſuitable place 
for them to make any long ſtay in ; 
and the longer they live in it, the 
more do they find it fo: And that 
becauſe *tis ſo very troubleſome, ſo un- 
certain, and changeable, and ſo enſna- 
ring. 

1. THEY find this World to be 
very troubleſome, This Life hath a 
great many natural inconveniencies,which 
make it unealie to Thinking-Perlſons. 
There is no Age of it, from firſt to 
laſt; whecher Infancy or Childhood, 
Youth or Manhood, or Old Age, but 
hath its peculiar Troubles : No State 
in it, but what hath its ſpecial Difticul- 
ties. Do Perſons live ſolitarily ? they are 
in danger of being Mopiſh. Are they 
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much in Converſation ? they'll ſee fo 
much Vanity and Folly, Ill Humour 
and Infincerity, as, if they will give 
way to Thought, cannot but diſturb 
them. They'll find it hard, with the 
utmoſt Caution, to walk inoffenſive- 
ly : and mcet with ſo many unkindneſ- 
ſes, (and that even 1t may be,where they 
have ſtudy'd to oblige) as will make 
them weary of thezr Lives. Are they 
in a poor and low condition ? they'll 
find it very hard to rub through the 
World with any thing of evenneſs of 
Temper, and content of Mind. Are 
they rich and wealthy ? the Vexation, 
Care and Fear, and the envy of others, 
that attends their Eſtates, and the diſ- 
quieting Loſſes and Diſappointments they 
meet with, do often more than over- 
ballance the Comfort they afford them. 
Are they in Health and Strength ? yet 
it's an Hundred to One if they are 
not afflicted with Loſſes, or depriv'd 
of their Friends, or croſt in their In- 
tereſts and Deligns, or have ſomething 
or other, everand anon, happening to 
them, to interrupt their Repoſe. Are 
they lick and crazy, or often in Pain ? 
How little Reliſh have they of all 
all their Comforts! How bnrthenſome 
are 
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are their Lives! Nay, How often do 
we find that even thoſe who have all 
that heart could wiſh for, that have 
all the Materials and Ingredients of 
a Worldly Felicity at command, yet 
even in their ſuff ciency are in ſireights ;, 
and make a ſhift to create as much 
trouble to themſelves, by their own 
liſleſs, querulous, uneaſie Tempers, 
as thoſe who have the moſt real and 
ſubſtantial Cauſes of Diſcontent ? 


BU T beſides all theſe, and a great 
many other Conſiderations of the like 
Nature, that might be ſuggeſted, which 
are common to all, the World 1s pe- 
culiariy troubleſome to Holy Souls. hey 
tor the moſt part, meet with a great 
many Hardſhips, Contempts and In- 
juries in it; they are often baited at, 
moleſted and teaz'd by the Men of 
the World, who care not for their 
Company, For, as our Bleſſed Lord 
hath long ſince obſerv'd, becauſe they 
are not of the World, therefore the World Joh, 15.19 
bateth them ;, and js often ſpeaking evil 
of them, and doing evil to them. They 
ſe GOD ſo much diſhonour'd in it, 
as grieves them to the heart; and 
cauſes them often with bitterneſs of 
Sou! 
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Soul to mourn in ſecret. And all ; 
theſe troubles, and a Thouſand more, | « 
that were as eaſily nam'd as theſe, aref 

{ 


ns 


great hindrances to them, in that} 

whereon their hearts are principally | 
intent ; and often create them much 
perplexity and uneaſineſs. How can} | 
they then but be tir'd with this World, | | 
when they have diſpatcht the great | | 
Buſineſs they have to do in it; and | | 
comfortably ſettled their Concerns as. 
to a Future State ? How can they take | 
this for a ſuitable Place for them to} 
ſtay in, where they are like to have! 
little elſe but a conſtant. ſucceſſion of | 
Diſturbances ? How can they do any þ 
other than earneſtly long to be 1n their 
Father's Houſe, where they ſhall meet | 
with no forrow or trouble more for | 
ever ? 


2. HOLY Sonls find alfo this 
World very #»ſitable to them, becauſe | 
fo uncertain and changeable. The more | 
they give way to Thought, the more | 
neceflary do they find it to fly higher 
than the Stage of Senſe for a Portion. | 
As for themſelves, they perceive by | 
their fake, they are fram'd for Eter- | 
nity, unleſs he that madethem ſhould | 
all- 
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| annihilate them ; of which they can 
| diſcern no juſt Reaſon to be apprenen- 
* five. As for this World they find 
” the Faſhion of it is ſtill paſſiag away 


and that in all its Parts, and at all 
Times *tis full of Uncertainty and 
Unſettlement. How then can they 
fix vpon it ? If not better provided, 
how certainly may they expect 11 a 
little Time to be left quite deſtitute ? 
And how can they take up with 


- that, which they are every Moment 


in danger of being depriv'd of? They 
well know that there 1s nothing here 
to be met withal, let it ſeem ever ſo 
ſure, but it may be taken away by 
a thouſand unforeſeen Caſualties ; 
and let ever fo great a Degrce of 
Earthly Felicity be attain'd, they with- 
in a while muſt die, and in that ve- 
ry Day all 'their Enjoyments and 
Hopes as to this World periſh. O- 
thers indeed know theſe Things as 
well as- they, but they mind them 
not; and you may plainly d:fcover 
by their Carriage they hardly ever 
think of them. But being important 
Matters, they are often ſeriouſly 
weighd, and intently ruminated on, 
þy Holy Sonls; Wha deliberately 

| thence 
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thence conclude, that it 1s in vain} 
to ſeek for an Happineſs here; that, 
we are only Travelling and Paſſing | 
through the State we are in; and} 
are thereby led to fix their Hearts | 
on the upper World, where alone it} 


iS that any Thing Solid, Stable, and 
Durable, is to be met withal. 


3. THIS World is therefore al- 


ſo unſuitable to Holy Souls, becauſe | 
enſnaring, Often have the beſt been | 


here led aſide from God and their 
Duty; and drawn into Sin to their 


unſpeakable Damage. Either unfore- | 


ſeen Temptations have preſented 


themſelves ; or they have been care- | 
leſs, and nibbled at the Bait, till F 


they were caught with the Hook. 
Through Heedleſsneſs and Privacy, 
was even a Noab tempted to Drunk- 
enneſs and Inceſt; and unguarded 
Luſt, drew a'David into Murder and 
Adultery. And who then can be 
Secure ? Snares abound every where, 
and ſome that are taking, will not be 
wanting ; andeven thoſe who have giv- 
en themſelves up to GOD moſt ſeriouſ- 
ly, and liſted themſelves in his Service 
moſt heartily, are not ont of Danger ; 
For 
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for they have Corruption within, and 
'a buſite Enemy without, who watches 
all Opportunities to entr ap them ; and 
! he's ſo ſubtle and diligent, that unleſs 

! they are always watchful, he'll be more 
| or leſs too hard for them. And if he 
in any remarkable degree prevails up- 
| on and foils them, how will he tri- 
umph ! And how will the wicked of 
| the World, who are ever at his beck 
: rejoice | How buſily do they, that they 
| may ſerve their Maſter, employ them- 
| ſelves in endeavouring, to draw 1ſuch 
alide into ſome reigning Vices! How 
| many Arrtifices will they uſe for that 
| purpoſe! And if they prevail, how 
{will they ſcoftingly cry out, and fay, 
Even the Godly are as bad as others ! And 
| when they come to recollect their own 


* | Slips and Miſcarriages (eſpecially if 


| they are any thing notorious) great 
{1s their Concern and Regret; nay 
| ſometimes their bitterneſs and per- 
| Plexity 1s 1nexpreſlible. For time to 
| come, 1t may be, they then think to 
| be more careful. But Alas! after all, 
How diſhcult 1s it to live where an 1n- 
tectious Contagion is diffus'd univer- 
ally, and not be tainted ? How hard 
to be daily converſant in a wicked 
World 
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Rom. 2. 7. 


World, and not be dampt and deadned 
in the Exerciſes of the Divine Life ?| 
The Generality are not aware of this; 
but the more holy any Perſons are, thef « 
more lively 1s their ſenſe of it. This a 
cauſes them to live as *twere in daily} t 
fear : And they'd be quite diſhearten'd, f 1 
had they not ground to hope, that ſuch 
fort of Exerciſes would not laſt long ; 
but that when they had bin try'd forft 
a time, if they retain'd their integrity, Þ \ 
GOD would take them to Himſelf, ' 
and make them Happy in His Favourf \ 
and Love for ever. Thus its plain, 
This Worlds #»ſ/uitableneſs tends to 
wean Holy Souls from it, and raiſe 
them above it. Again, 


+ 
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MANY. 


3. THE Proſpe& which Faith gives 
them of Fiturities, tends alſo to pro- | 
duce the ſame Effects, viz, To make} 
them weary of this Earth, and to} 
long for Heaven. Their Faith gronnd- 
ed upon the Promiſe of GOD, aſ-| 
fures them that He will be a Re-| 
warder of them that diligently ſeek | 
him :;, that there remaineth a Reft for | 
His People ;, That He will give Eter- 
nal Life to all thoſe who by Patient 
continuance in well doing, feek for Glo- 
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ry, and Honour, and Immortality ;, and 


| away, reſerv'd in Heaven for them ; 
and the like. Theſe Things are not 
[the Fruit of their Fancy; they are 
| not Perſwaſions they have unwarily 
imbib'd, or taken upon Truſt from 


.Þ others, without juſt Grounds; But 


| their Faith herein is bottom'd on the 
' Word of the Eternal GOD. Now 
tis in the Nature of Faith, as is e- 


| the Subſtance of Things hoped for, and 
| the Evidence of Things not ſeen : Holy 


Perſons having ſuch a Foundation to 
| build vpon, do as verily believe that 


| if they perſevere in the Courſe they 
{are in, they ſhall certainly find theſe 
| Things made good to them; as tho? 
| they did aQually enjoy them alrea- 
| dy. They are as really perſwaded 


| of the Truth of theſe, and the like 


| Declarations, and give as true an 
| Aſſent to them, as if they could ſee 
| the Things they make mention off, 
| or as y they were intuitively, and 


demonfratively known to them. 
Now their full Satisfaction in the 
Grounds they go vpon, muſt necef- 
| farily 


that there is an Inheritance incorrupti« 1 Pet, 1.4- 
| ble, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 


ven in this Chapter declard, to be yerſ, :. 
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farily depretiate this World, and ad: 
vance that to come in their eſteem, 
Were they left at uncertainties, they| 
would not be ſo Poſitive; But having 
ſuch Security given them, they can- 
not but look upon this Earth as 7 
Foreign Countrey to them; and fix 
upon Heaven as their Home. 


THUS much of the firſt Ob/er- 
vation : The ſecond follows ; viz. 


DOCT. IL 


THAT GOD would be aſham'd to 
be calfd the GOD of ſuch, as re- 
nouncing this World, devote them- 
ſelves entirely to his Service, and 
ardently aſpire Heaven-wards in 
the Courſe of their preſent Pilgri- 
mage :, if He had not made abun- 
dant Proviſion for their Happineſs, 
+ a better State, and Life after 
1s, 
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AND. here Ile endeavour briefly 
to ſhow theſe Three Things. 


I WHAT it implies for GOD 
to be calld any Perſons G O D; 
I. THAT 
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II. THAT He really is the GOD 
of thoſe, who renouncing this World, 
devote themſelves heartily to his Ser- 
vice, and fix on Heaven as their 
Home and Portion. And, 


Hl. THAT it would be Matter of 
Shame to Him, had He not made 
{uitable Proviſion for all ſuch Per- 
ſons in a better State and Lite than 
this, 


FIRST then, Let's take Notice 
what it implies, for GOD to be 
calld the GOD of any Perſons. He 
is the GOD of all in a General 


| Senſe (as hath before been intima- 
#þ ted.) For He made and ſuſtains 


them, and He alone can make them 
Happy. But when ſuch a Phraſe is 
in the Scriptures applyd to any pe- 
culiarly, It denotes a ſpecial Inte- 
reſt in Him in a Covenant way; a 


' Peculiar Propriety in Him, founded 
; on that Covenant of Grace, the Sub- 


ſtance whereof we have thus deli- 
ver'd to us in ſhort; 7 will be their 


| GOD, and they ſhall be My People. 


It neceſſarily therefore denotes a 
E tran- 
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tranſcendent Love and Aﬀecion in 
GOD to any Perſons, for Him to 
be ſtird Theirs. *Tis certainly a 
great Demonſtration of Love, for 
Him as it were to give Himſelf .to 
them: And therefore alſo this Ap- 
propriation muſt needs imply ſome 
very great and extraordinary Hap- 
pineſs. *Tis declard by GOD, 


Rev. 21-7-That he that overcometh ſhall inherit 


all Things; but as if this were no- 
thing, notwithſtanding all Things are 
taken in, *tis added; And ] mill be 
his GOD, and be ſhall be my Son. 
One would have thought nothing 
could have been more than all : But 
however this is added, becauſe all 
all things elſe are as nothing without 
it. But alas! who can tell what it is, 
and what it implies for GOD to be 
the GO D of any one! Thus much in 
General is plain; that it intimates 
He will A& for ſuch a Perſons good 
as. becomes a Being, infinite in all 
Manner of PerfeQions : But come to 
Particulars, and we are ſoon at a 
loſs. That Man that ſhould pretegd 
to unfold it, muſt be able to Fa- 
thom the boundleſs Excellencies of 
the Divine Eflence, which are all en- 
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gap'ld, ſo far as the good of the 
Party to whom GOD hath made 
Himſelf over, is concern'd. Whoſoe- 
ver hath GOD for his GOD, His 
Mercy 1s his to Pardon him; His 
Wiſdom tis to guide him ; His Power 
his to Secure him; His Faithfulneſs 
his to fulfil all his Promiſes to him ; 
His Love to confer Grace and Glo- 
ry on him; And in ſhort, all that 1s 
in God 1s his, fo far as his Neceſſt- 
ties can require, and his Capacity can 
reach. So that this 1s moſt evident- 
ly the very Top of our Happineſs. 


BUT let it be obſerv'd witha], 
that in ſuch a Phraſe as this, there 
is ever imply'd a reſpect to the At- 
toning Blood of the Mediatour , with- 
out the Intervention whereof ſuch 
degenerate and guilty Creatures ag 
we, could have had no Hope, ſhould 
have remain'd incapable, of any ſuch 
Intereſt : But that, hath laid a Foun- 
dation for our Advancement: to this 
Amazing Honour and Priviledge 3 
which beſpeaks all thoſe who reach 
to it inconceiveably Happy; by Rea- 
ſon that it intimates that GOD 


will do all things for them in a be- 
E 2 coming 


Pee ee —__ —_—_—_ 


32 


A Funeral Sermon. 


coming Manner, and like Himſelf; all 
Things which may farther their E- 
verlaſting Welfare. 


2. GOD certainly is thus the 
GOD of all thoſe, who renouncing 
this World, do heartily devote them- 
ſelves to His Service, and fix on Hea- 
ven as their Home and Portion.He 1s the 


GOD of none, if not of ſuch. 


Heb.g.10. 


What 1s the Language of the Cove- 
nant but this, / will be to them a 
GD, and they ſhall be to me a Peo- 
ple ? Of which I think we can make 
nothing, were any willing to be His 
People, and deſirous to be under 
His Care, and free to be govern'd by 
His Laws, to whom he were back. 
ward to be a GOD, and to AQ 
the Part of a GOD Which 1s the 
more evident from hence; in that 
there cannot be ſuch a Conſent as 
this, a real willingneſs hereto, in 
any Heart that is not cf His Pro- 
ducing. For ( whatever any in the 
Heat of Diſpute may have advanc'd) 
*ris notorioully evident that none of the 
fallen Race of Adam would in this 
Caſe move till they were drawn; 
gone could be free and willing to take 
GOD 
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GOD for theirs, as He hath offer'd 
Himſelf to them in Covenant, whom 
He had not made ſo. They might indeed 
after a ſort, be deſirous of the Bleſ- 
fangs of the Covenant: That is to ſay, 
they might delire to be pardon'd 
thar they might not be damnd; and 
to be ſo far under the Divine Pro- 
tection and Care, as that they might 
be ſaved from Ruine, and the like : 
But this is all Selfiſhneſs; and hath 
nothing of Love to GOD at the 
Bottom of it. This there may be, 
and GOD ftill remain eſtrang'd ; 
and they after all go without an In- 
tereſt in him as tbeirs. But . where- 
ever there is a free Conſent in any 
Heart, to take Him for Owner, Ruler, 
and End, according as He hath 
propos d Himſelf; and a willingneſs 
to be entirely at His Diſpoſal, and 
under His Government and Manage- 
ment; we may ſafely ſay, there the 
Divine Spirit hath been effectually 
at Work: For otherwiſe, this 1s a 
ſtep, had never been taken. Now to 
ſuppoſe Perſons wrought up to this, 
and GOD to ſtand back; to ſup- 
poſe them willing, and Him by; 
were to imagine He mockt us in 
E 3 the 
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the Propoſal of His Covenant, and 
ſported himſelf with our Miſery, 
when He made us Overtures about 
our Recovery. 


NOW FTle leave it to any to 
Judge, how impoſſible it is for Per- 
ſons to rencunce this World, and fix 
on Heaven as their Home and Porti- 
on, and Act correſpondently, and this 
Confent on their Part be wanting, 
For what 1s it to renounce the World, 
but to diſclaim all Intereſt in it op- 
poſite to the Divine Honour; to be 
Content with that Portion of it 
that is of Divine Allotment; to 
uſe it as not abuſing it; to be rea- 
dy to improve what is afforded of 
it, for the beſt Purpoſes; and to fit 
looſe to it, and be ready to part 
with what 1s moſt dear and valua- 
ble in 1t, upon a Divine Call? And 
what 1s it to fix on Heaven as an 
Home and Portion ? But to live in 
the believing Hope and ExpeCtati- 
on of a hettrr State and Life after 
this; to long for it, and pant after 
it ; deſpiſe all Things that could be 
ofter'd in Competition with it; to 
be earneſt and diligent in preparing 
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for it; fetch Supports from it under 
all preſent unealineſles ; and be often 
delightfully ruminating on thoſe Re- 
ports which GOD in His Word 
hith made concerning it? And both 
| theſe jointly, do plainly beſpeak an 
| Heavenly Mind and Heart, How can 
| the bleſſed GOD, then, if He AQ 
conſiſtently with Himſelf, do any 0- 
ther, than embrace all ſuch with a 
tender Aﬀection ; become theirs, and 
AQ like a GOD on their behalf? 
Now this He could ia no reſpeX be 
ſaid to do, had He not prepard an 
an Heaven, that is a State of exqui- 
ſite and perfe& Bliſs, for their Ever- 
laſting Entertainment. Which leads 
me to the Third and Laſt Particu- 
lar, viz, 


3. TO ſhow that it would really 
be a Matter of Shame to the Bleſſed 
GOD, had He not made uitable 
Proviſion, for all ſach Perſons as 
thoſe foremention*d, in a better State 
and Life than this. None need won- 
der at the Phraſe I uſe, when 1 
ſpeak of its being a Matter of Shame 
to GOD; for it's borrow'd from 
my Text. And indeed ſtrictly ſpeak- 
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ing, it would be really ſhameful and 
a diſmal Reflection on the great 
GOD, if He had not ſuch a reſerve 
as Heaven for their Entertainment, 
when this frail Life comes to an end, 
A few Things will ſufficicetly clear 
this- 


1, UPON this Suppolition Hefd 
have provided no Satisfation for ear- 
neſt deſires of Flis onn exciting. Fe 


2 Cor.5.5-( faith the Apoſtle ) that hath wrought 


us for the ſelf ſame thing, is GU D, 
His meaning 1s, *tis He who by 
his Spirit hath wrought up Belie- 
vers to any Meaſure of Prepared- 
neſs for the Bleſſed and Glorious 
State above; *tis He that hath 
kindled earneft Defires after it, and 
excited firm Expectations of it. Had 
He not then ſuch a State in Store, 
had He not an Heaven in reſerve, 
for the Entertainment of” His faith- 
ful Ones, at the end of all their pre- 


ſeor Contliets, it would evidently ap- 


pear He did but Tantalzze them 
in making any ſich Motians 
to them; in ſtirring up any ſuch In- 
clinations in them. And would not 
this be ſhameful? Mizht He not be 
aſham'd 
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aſham*d to be call'd their GOD, 
whon: He lur'd to Himſelf, and then 
impos'd upon, by deceitful Appea- 
rances, and Shadows, inſtead of Sub- 
ſtances ? But this we may be aſſur'd 
can never be; for He bath prepared 


| for them a City, 


2. HE would upon this Suppoſi- 
tion have made 1t their Duty, to - 
tend an I ud which could not be reacht. 


| For we knowing our Selves capable of 
þ ſubliſting hereafter, nay of enjoying a 


much greater Happineſs than this pre- 
ſent State can admit off, are hereby laid 


| under an indiſpenſable Obligation of 


intending that Happineſs as our End. 
For ſuppoſing there ſhould be no Fu- 
ture State of Bliſs, there 1s however 


| no poſſibility of being abſolutely cer- 
' rain there is none: Nay the Matter 
| being impartially conſider'd, it will 
! appear abundantly more likely thar 


there is. Now the very Law of Na- 
ture obliges us to purſue the higheſt 
Good whereof we are capable, ſup- 
poling the Attainment of it be but 
probable : Revelation next ſteps 1n, 
and tells vs it is certain. If then af- 
ter all, there ſhould be no _— 
CIC» 
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hereafter, we muſt not only acknow- 
ledge thar- Capacity needleſs; but al- 
ſo muſt be ſupposd to be oblig'd to 
employ the Principal Endeavours of 
our Life, an all our Powers to no 
Purpoſe. And what a ſhameful Re- 
fletion would this be on GOD, for 
Him to have laid us under an ab- 
ſolute Neceſlity, if ating Rationally, 
of aiming at that which is unattain- 
able! Of Labouring for that which 
is not! And conſtantly tending to- 
wards that which hath no other 
Being than in the Fancy and Imapi- 


nation! And ſo we muſt either live 


like Brutes, and be continually ex- 
pos'd to the ſmart Upbraidings and 
Reproaches of our own Minds, with- 
out Relief- Or elſe following our 
Reaſon, muſt voluntarily befool our 
ſelves by Building Caſtles in the Air, 
where there is no poſlibility of ha- 
ving any Footing, Might He not 
well be aſhamd to be calld the 
GOD of thoſe whom He held thus 
faſtend in a fatal Circle, whence 
they could never get looſe! We 
may therefore conclude, if He As 
like Himſelf, there muſt be an Hea- 
yen 1n Store and Reſerve. Again, 
3. UPON 
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3. UPON the Suppoſition fore- 
mention'd, None would fare ſo ill as 
the Servants of G O D. Thoſe who 
were really the beſt, would fare the 
worſt : For, 


1. PIOUS Perſons would have no 
reward for all their Pains, Far be it 1n- 
deed from ſuch as we axe, to think of 
meriting any thing at the hands of 
GOD; Iabhor the thought : and yet 
I am ſure twould be no credit to 
him who hath promig'd to be @ re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him, 
to let People ſerve him for nought. 
There's a great deal of Pain and Mi- 
ſery and Sorrow, which many Holy 
Souls voluntarily undergo: Their ten- 
der Conſciences reproach and ſmite 
them for the ſmalleſt Neglect and 
Tranſgreflion ; and on that Account, 
draw forth many a mournful ſigh and 
groan. The ſenſe of their great weak- 
neſs makes them walk in conſtant Fear. 
Watchings and Fightings againſt the. Aſ- 
faults of Satan are their Daily Exer- 
ciſe. Their Self- Denial is Galling; and 
their ſeverity to the Fleſh painful. Ot- 
ten are they groaning under their own 
| a Body 


— 


A Funeral Sermon, 


Body of Sin and Death; and Rivers of 
Tears alſo run down their eyes, at the 
fight of the Tranſgreſſions of others, where- 
by their G O D 1 diſhonour'd: And 
can all this come to nothing at 
laſt! And there be no difference at 
long run between thoſe who under- 
went ſo much for the Sake of GOD; 
and thoſe who livd in an open E- 
ſtrangement from Him, and Oppo- 
ſition to Him! Would not this be 
ſhameful ? 


SHOULD any Plead, That H- 
lineſs and Vertue 15 its onwn reward ;, Vie 
freely grant it in the General; Inſo- 
much that were we certain there were 
no Life after this, it were more for 
our preſent Intereſt i: the main, to be 
vertuous than vicious; unleſs where 
there ſhould be apparent hazard of 
the Loſs of Life or Eſtate, or of any 
other inſupportable Detriment, which 
a vertuous courſe might have attend- 
ing lit: But yet withal, it 1s obvious, 
that there are ſundry Exerciſes of 
Vertue that are very difficult and 
painful; in which the Holieſt Souls 
are moſt ſtri& and frequent ; which 
ppon that Suppoſition, would be 

| need- 


thc. 


A Fiineral Sermon, 


G1 


needleſs and fruitleſs, and therefore 
better forborn; For ſuch as theſe 
there would be no Reward. Which 
would caſt ſach a Reflection on the 
Bleſſed G O D, as were never to be 
wipd off But we may be allur'd 'tis 
otherwiſe, For He bath jrepar'd for 
them a City. Nay, 


2, UPON the Suppoſition forego- 
ing, The moſt Pious would bes ſo far 
from gaining by the Service of GOD, 
that they'd plainly looſe by it. For *tis 
eaſe to be obſerv'd, that a great part 
of their LiveFs employ'd in painful 
endeavours after a meetneſs for Hea- 
ven. Their great Aim and Scope is, 
to purifie themſelves as he 1s pure, to 
whom they are devoted, and in whom 
they hope to be for ever happy. 
With great earneſtneſs do they ſtrive 
to improve both Ordinances and Pro- 
vidences to this purpoſe, Early and 
Late are they tugging at their liſtleſs, 
fluggiſh, backward Hearts, that they 
may get them 1nto a more lively, ſpi- 
ritual Heavenly Frame. And many 
an Hour do they ſpend in endeavour- 
ing to mortihe a particular Sin, which 
they find themſelves moſt prone to, 

which 
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which yet others, it may be, can hard- 
ly obſerve in them. And can all this 
at laſt, prove labour-1n-vain ? ſhall they 
be never the better for all in the iſſue ? 
If fo, they had done much better to 
have ſpent their time, and their pains, 
in more agreeable, pleaſant, and de- 
lightful Exerciſes, like the reſt of the 
World. *Twas better they had deny'd 


themſelves nothing that their hearts | 


could crave, which yet had not pre- 
ſent viſible damage and detriment at- 
tending it; 'twere better they had 


freely enjoy'd themſelves, and what | 
came within their reacF, and not have F 


{o tired their Spirits, or perplext 
their Minds, or ſower\d their Joys, 
by any ſuch needleſs Labour and Se- 
verity. They loſt all that Pleaſure 
and Eaſe, and Freedom and SatisfaQtion 
which others met with, all that while 
that they were Grinding at the Mill, 
as twere, and all to no purpoſe. Let 
none ſay this is as nothing ; For 
though it be freely granted it would 


appear ſo, upon a certain Proſpect of | 


a Future State, which unſpeakably 
over-ballances; Yet, had we no more 
to expet than what this Life could 
afford, it would be yery —— 
an 
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and a Streſs might be deſervedly laid up- 

on it. For Common Senſe would teach 

us to make the moſt of our all. It 
was not without good Reaſon there- 
fore, that the Apoſtle declares, That 

| if in this Life only we have hope in Chriſt, x Cor. 15+ 
we are of all Men moſt miſerable. But 19- 
this cannot be, for be hath prepar'd for 
Them a City : And which 1s more, 
their future Advancement therein ſhall 
be the higher; the more pains they 

| took in His Service in this Life, and 
the more they loſt and endur'd for his 
Sake. Again, 
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4. UPON the foregoing Suppoſi- 
tion, GOD would emther leave His 
moſt faithful Ones without any Thing 
to ſupport them under their greateſt pre- 
ſent Troubles, or Hed ſupport them with 
a Fallacy. Holy Souls fetch their 
great Confolations from Heaven in 
every State. The Thoughts of that 
refreſh and chear them when their 
Sins and Sorrows make them wea- 
ry; ſupport them under the greateſt 
Diſappointments ; and make them 
Boaſt and Triumph in their G OD, 
In the midſt of all their Aflictions. 
This Thought often recurs; we are 

not 
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not far from Home, and then twill be 
better, Were it not for this, their 
Spirits would often fink, and their 
Hearts faint. Nothing elſe in rea- 
lity, beſides a Proſpett of a Future 
State of Bliſs, can any thing tolera- 
bly ſupport them. The Thoughts of the 
utter unavoidableneſs of the Troubles 
they met with, through the Impoſi- 
tion of a rigid Fate; or of the com- 
mon liableneſs of all Mankind there- 
to; or of the likelihood of their 
cealing in a little time, upon their paſ- 
ſing into a ſtate of Silence and Dark- 
neſs, and Everlaſting Oblivion, would 
give little Relief. 


I F this then prove a Fallacy, he 
who pretends to be their G O D, hath 
moſt miſerably deceiv'd them: And 
is not that a Matter of Shame? But 
this need not be feared, for he hath pre- 
par d for them a City, 


Laſtly, WERE there not an Hea- 
ven prepared for Holy Souls hereaf- 
ter, A Special Relation to GO D would 
ſignifie juſt nothing, Thoſe big Phraſes, 
Their GOD, and our GO D, would 


1n reality, dwindle to meer Noiſe and 
Sound 
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Sound. For what could they be ſup- 
posd to import that could amount to 
any thing, if yet the Perſons concern'd 
might be left deſtitute; it there were 
no Proviſion made for their Eternal 
Abode. They had cen as good have 
bin without Bim, and had no Concern 
with Him, any further than was com- 
mon to all. For they'll be left to the 
Foll as helpleſs and miſerable, as if 
they had lighted and diſregarded Him 
all their days, and liv'd as much at 
Random as any in the World. So 
that even GO D Himſelf muſt neceſ- 
farily be aſhamed of any ſuch Empty 
Title, that hath no ſignificancy in it, 
or benefit attending it. But there 


, being an Heaven, that is unſpeakably 


more glorious than we can concelve, 
He is not aſhamd: And we, if we are 
his Faithful Servants, may have the 
Comfort at preſent, and ſhall have the 
Benefit hereafter. 


I ſhould now expatiate beyond all 
Bounds, ſhould I pretend to be parti- 
cular in my Application of the Diſ- 
courſe foregoing; However, I can't 
be fatisfi'd, without making ſome Im- 


provement, 
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1. THEN Give me leave to ask 
you (My Friends) how you ſtand af- 
tected, making this Text the Touch- 
ſtone, as it hath bin open'd to you ? 
Are you of the ſame Spirit and 
Temper with the Antient Patri- 
archs? Deceive not your ſelves; the 
Faithful Servants of G O D ain all 
Ages, are of one and the ſame Make, 
and ated by one and the ſame Spirit. 
The Period of time, wherein they liv'd, 
makes no eſſential difference hetween 
them. Have you then any of that 
Faith for which they were ſo famous ? 
and doth it work the ſame way, ac- 
cording to our Circumſtances and Di- 
vine Calls? Our Advantages with re- 
ſpe@ to clearneſs of Light, and op- 
portunity of diſtin&tly underſtanding 
the way of Salvation, are greater than 
theirs; But how 1s it with our Hearts ? 
Do they work towards GOD and Hea- 
ven as theirs did ? Do you, Sirs,carry 
it like Pilgrims and Strangers here on 
Earth? Do you deſire, and ſeek, and 
pant after a better Countrey, that is an 
Heavenly ? Give me leave to put It 
to you (and I pray put it home to 
your ſelves); could you not be con- 
tented, 
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tented, would 1t not be pleaſing and 
delizhtful to you, to have the hope 
and proſpe& of living here always ? 
[ doubt that's the Caſe of many : But 
muſt aſſure you where-ever 'tis ſo, ris 
a Sign there's not the leaſt Tincture 
of Saving Grace, Have you fixt onthe 
Moſt High G OD for Yours? Have 
you choſen Him, and given your ſelves 
up to Him, and that heariuly and fin- 
cerely? Can you evidence it by your 
Heavenly-Mindedneſs ? If fo, *tis hap- 
py for you. But let me tell you, theſe 
things deſerve to be enquir'd into, and 

that with great Seriouſneſs and Appli- 

cation; for much depends upon them. 

Again, . 


2. LET me delire you to conſider 
what is like to become of thoſe of you 
who never yet minded ths better, this 
Heavenly Countrey, in the whole Courſe 
of your Lives; but have bin bury'd 
in the World, and minded Earthly 
Things, and nothing elſe. I doubt 
this would take in many in this Nu- 
merous Aſſembly. Pray, Sirs, what 
is likely to become of ſuch as you 1n a 
little ti Where do you think to 
go wheFour Souls ſhall take their 
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which yet others, it may be, can hard- 
ly obſerve in them. And can all this 
at laſt, prove labour-1n-vain ? ſhall they 
be never the better for all in the iſſue ? 
If fo, they had done much better to 
have ſpent their time, and their pains, 
in more agreeable, pleaſant, and de- 
lightful Exerciſes, like the reſt of the 
World. *Twas better they had deny'd 
themſelves nothing that their hearts 
could crave, which yet had not pre- 
ſent viſible damage and detriment at- 
tending it; twere better they had 
freely enjoy'd themſelves, and what 
came within their reac, and not have 
ſo tired their Spirits, or perplext 
their Minds, or ſowerd their Joys, 
by any ſuch needleſs Labour and Se- 
verity,. They loſt all that Pleaſure 
and Eaſe, and Freedom and SatisfaQtion 
which others met with, all that while 
that they were Grinding at the Mill, 
as twere, and all to no purpoſe. Let 
none ſay this is as nothing ; For 
though it be freely granted it would 
appear ſo, upon a certain Proſpect of 
a Future State, which unſpeakably 
over-ballances; Yet, had we no more 
to expet than -what this Life could 
afford, it would be yery — 

an 
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and a Streſs might be deſervedly laid up- 
on it. For Common Senſe would teach 
us to make the moſt of our all. It 
was not without good Reaſon there- 
fore, that the Apoſtle declares, That 


if in this Life only we have hope in Chriſt, x Cor. 15. 
we are of all Men moſt miſerable. But 19- 


this cannot be, for be bath prepar'd for 
Them a City : And which is more, 
their future Advancement therein ſhall 
be the higher; the more pains they 
took in His Service in this Life, and 
the more they loſt and endur'd for his 
Sake. Again, 


4. UPON the foregoing Suppoſi- 
tion, GOD would euther leave His 
moſt faithful Ones without any Thing 
to ſupport them under their greateſt pre- 
ſent Troubles, or H&@d ſupport them with 
a Fallacy. Holy Souls fetch their 
great Conſolations from Heaven in 
every State. The Thoughts of that 
refreſh and chear them when their 
Sins and Sorrows make them wea- 
ry; ſupport them under the greateſt 
Diſappointments ; and make them 
Boaſt and Triumph in their G OD, 
In the midſt of all their Afictions. 
This Thought often recurs; we are 

not 
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not far from Home, and then twill be 
better, Were it not for this, their 
Spirits would often fink, and their 
Hearts faint. Nothing elſe in rea- 
lity, beſides a Proſpect of a Future 


State of Bliſs, can any thing tolera-| 


bly ſupport them. The Thoughts of the 
utter unavoidableneſs of the Troubles 


they met with, through the Impoſi-F 
tion of a rigid Fate; or of the com-þ 
mon liableneſs of all Mankind there-F 
to; or of the likelihood of theirf 
cealing in a little time, upoa their paſ-þ 


ſing into a ſtate of Silence and Dark- 
neſs, and Everlaſting Oblivion, would 
give little Relief. 


I F this then prove a Fallacy, he 
who pretends to be therr G O D, hath 
moſt miſerably deceived them: And 
is not that a Matter of Shame? But 


this need not be feared, for he hath pre- | 


par d for them a City, 


Laſtly, WERE there not an Hea- 
ven prepared for Holy Souls hereaf- 
ter, A Special Relation to GO D would 
ſignifie juſt nothing. Thoſe big Phraſes, 
Their GOD, and ow GOD, would 
1n reality, dwindle to meer Noiſe and 
Sound 
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Sound. For what could they be ſup- 
pos d to import that could amount to 
any thing, if yet the Perſons concern'd 
might be left deſtitute; it there were 
no Proviſion made for their Eternal 
Abode. They had e'en as good have 
bin without Bim, and had no Concern 
with Him, any further than was com- 
mon to all. For they'll be left to the 
Foll as helpleſs and miſerable, as if 
they had lighted and diſregarded Him 
all their days, and liv'd as much at 
Random as any in the World. So 
that even GO D Himſelf muſt neceſ- 
farily be aſhamed of any ſuch Empty 
Title, that hath no ſignificancy in it, 
or benefit attending it. But there 
being an Heaven, that is unſpeakably 
more glorious than we can concelve, 
He is not aſham'd: And we, it we are 
his Faithful Servants, may have the 
Comfort at preſent, and ſhall have the 
Benefit hereafter. 


I ſhould now expatiate beyond all 
Bounds, ſhould I pretend to be parti- 
cular in my Application of the Diſ- 
courſe foregoing; However, I can't 
be fatisfi'd, without making ſome Im- 


provement, 
F 1,THEN 
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1. THEN Give me leave to ask 
you (My Friends) how you ſtand af- 
tected, making this Text the Touch- 
ſtone, as it hath bin open'd to you ? 
Are you of the ſame Spirit and 
Temper with the Antient Patri- 
archs? Deceive not your ſelves; the 
Faithful Servants of G O D in all 
Ages, are of one and the ſame Make, 
and acted by one and the ſame Spirit. 
The Period of time, wherein they liv'd, 
makes no eſſential difference hetween 
them. Have you then any of that 
Faith for which they were ſo famous ? 
and doth it work the ſame way, ac- 
cording to our Circumſtances and Di- 
vine Calls? Our Advantages with re- 
ſpe&t to clearneſs of Light, and op- 
portunity of diſtinctly underſtanding 
the way of Salvation, are greater than 
theirs ; But how 1s it with our Hearts ? 
Do they work towards GOD and Hea- 
ven as theirs did ? Do you, Sirs,carry 
it like Pilgrims and Strangers here on 
Farth? Doyou deſire, and ſeek, and 
pant after a better Countrey, that is an 
Heavenly ? Give me leave to put it 
to you (and I pray put it home to 
your ſelves); could you not be con- 
tented, 
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tented, would 1t not be pleaſing and 
delizhtful to you, to have the hope 
and proſpe&t of living here always ? 
[ doubt that's the Caſe of many : But 
mult aſſure you where-ever ris {o, *ris 
a Sign there's not the leaſt Tincture 
of Saving Grace. Have you fixt onthe 
Moſt High GOD for Yours? Have 
you choſen Him, and given your ſelves 
up to Him, and that hearily and fin- 
cerely? Can you evidence it by your 
Heavenly-Mindedneſs ? It ſo, 'tis hap- 
py for you. But let me tell you, theſe 
things deſerve to be enquir'd into, and 
that with great Seriouſneſs and Appli- 
cation ; for much depends upon them. 
Again, . 


2, LET me dehkire you to conſider 
what is like to become of thoſe of you 
who never yet minded thts better, this 
Heavenly Countrey, in the whole Courſe 
| of your Lives; but have bin bury'd 
| in the World, and minded Earthly 
| Things, and nothing elſe. I doubt 
this would take in many in this Nu- 
merous Aſſembly. Pray, Sirs, what 
| 1s likely to become of ſuch as you in a 
little time ? Where do you think to 
go when your Souls ſhall take their 
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flight, and leave your Bodies behind ? 
It may be you may hope you ſhould 
be tranſplanted into this better Comun- 
trey; What! and never Mind it be- 
tore! Think of it a little and youl 
ealily diſcern that that is an vnrea- 
{onable, and will in the Event prove 
a groundleſs ExpeQation. No, you 
mult defzre 1t; and that not Lazily, 
but Earneſtly ; you muſt be diligent 
in uſing all the Means GOD hath 
directed you to, in order to the 
reaching of it : . you mult get above the 
World while you are in it; you mult 
get an Heavenly Mind and Heart ; 
otherwiſe this will be impollible. 


And truly you had need Mind this 
Matter ſpeedily: For an Heavenly 


Temper is not likely to be gotten 
in an inſtant, And ſhould you Die 
without it, what would become of 
you ? GOD hath indeed prepard a 
City, a gloriors City, where his faith- 
ful Ones, ſhall have Everlaſting Reſt, 
and Peace, and Joy : But flatter not 
your Selves, this is nothing to you; 


you have neither Part nor Portion | 


in this Matter, I beſeech you then; 
look about you, before it be to0 
late, Yon might come there as well 
as 
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as others; (for whatever you may 
weakly imagine, there's no Bar in 
your Way, but what is of your own 
laying : ) *tis offer'd to you as well 
as others; and GOD 1s Sincere and 
Earneſt in that offer: Why then 
ſhould you befool your Selves ? Neg- 
lect your own endleſs Happineſs, 
and throw your Selves into Perdi- 
tion ? 


CONSIDER a little where you 
muſt go, if excluded thence. Pray, 
whither can you go but to the 
Land of Gloomineſs, and thick Dark- 
neſs; where Weeping and Wailing, 
and Gnaſhing of Teeth, is the per- 
petual Employment : And there mult 
you ſpend an Eternity, in Lamenting 
your preſent Folly. As you would 
not have this to be your woful Caſe, 
I beg of you this Day ; rid your ſelves 
of Encumbrances, Mind Heaven in 
earneſt, Break off your Sins by Re- 
pentance. Make your Peace with 
GOD. Look out for an Intereſt in 
Chriſt. And think not to make a 
negleted GOD and SAVIOUR 
your laſt Refuge, which I'm fure 
would be little to your Comforr, 
T1 nay 
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nay would be likely to Iſſue in your 
Everlaſting Confuſion. Again, 


3. IF GOD 1s not aſhamd to be 
call'd our GOD, then let us take 
Care, that we be neither aſham'd of 
Him, nor a ſhame to Him. 


LET us not be aſhamd of Him; 
that is aſham'd to own Him. Shall 
the Men of this World Glory 17 
their Shame ( as they often do) and 
we be aſham'd of our Glory ! How 
unaccountably ſtrange doth that ap- 
pear! Let them Laugh, Ridicule or 
Banter; pray what will they get by 
Ir, or we looſe? But I am verily 
perſwaded, would but Pious Perſons 
put on Courage, and Manage it with 
Prudence, your He@oring Swagge- 
rers, who Pride themſelves in 
defying GOD, and pouring 
Contempt on whatever belongs to 
him, would in moſt Caſes, with- 
out much Difficulty, be pur out of 
Countenance, But be that as ig 
will, why ſhould we in any Compa- 
ny, be aſhamd to own to whom we 
belong? Our Service is honourable ; 
and our Reward will be great; we 

| have 
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have no need therefore to ſneak : 
Let us leave that to thoſe, who can 
give no Account of themſelves or 
their Actions; their Work or their 


Wages. Again, 


LET us alſo take Care, that we 
be not a ſhame to GOD. Lets be- 
ware of a carnal, droſly, earthly 
SP1rit. 


LET's beware of narrowneſs of 
Mind and Selfiſhneſs: And indeed of 
any Thing that might bring a Re- 
proach on Him whom we ſerve, or 
the way we walk in. Let's remem- 
ber that the Eyes of G OD, and of 
the World too are upon "P and 
that there is, and may be a General 
ExpeQation, to find a difference be- 
tween us and others. Let's have ow 
Converſation in Simplicity, aud Godly 
Sincerity; keep our Eyes fix't upon 
our Home; and carry our ſelves ſo, 
as that others may be able to ob- 
ſerve, what we aim at, and whither 
we arc tending. 


LASTLY; Since GOD hath 
provided a better Life for His Peo- 
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ple after this; hath jrepared for them 
a City; we may groundedly Cry out, 
Bleſſed are the Dead, which Die 52 
the Lord, For they are Tranſplanted 
into that Conntrey which they ſo 
much deſf:r'd, and ſo earneſtly ſought, 
and on which their Hearts were fo 
much ſet: And feel the Meaning of 
GO D's being their GOD, in a 
Degree beyond what we at our di- 
ſtance are capable of Underſtand- 


Ing, 


AND this I doubt not is the 
Caſe of our lately Deceaſed Friend, 
the truly. Pions Mrs. C[t3abeti 
Caltihiams, Whom I dare to ſer 
before you as one of the Primitive 
Stamp; one of a like Spirit and Tem- 
per with thoſe Worthizs whom my 
Text ſpeaks off, 


TAKE Her before Her late 11]- 
neſs, and She had as many Things 
tro make this World agreeable to 
Her, as moſt can pretend to. She 
came oF an Honourable Family; had 
a great many MNoble Relations; an 
Husbaad to Her Hearts deſire; a 
Conſ1derable Eſtate ;, and a Gencral Re- 
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ſpe# from all that knew her: And 
yet all this was as nothing to Her; 
She could not bear a thought of 
fixing, and taking vp her Reſt here 
below ; but lookt upwards; and pro- 
feſs'd Her Self a Poor Pilgrim and 
Stranger in the World : She ſought 
a bettcy Countrey; that 1s an Heaven- 
ly; and that with greater Vigour and 
Aſſiduity ; with greater Diligence and 
Fervour ; and with greater Earneſt- 
neſs and Conſtancy, than, is I am 
ſure, (to ſay the leaſt) uſual and 
common. 


SHE began to diſlodge from this 
Earth, and look Heaven-wards be- 
times. She was brought Home to 
GOD in Her Younger Years, by 
Means of /a Sermon of one Mr. 
Baynes, who was an Eminent Mini- 
ſter in Dubli#; and gain'd many Souls 
to Chriſt in his Day. And ſetting out 
for Heaven ſo ſoon, She made a much 
greater Advance in the Way thi- 
ther, than could otherwiſe have been 
expected. She often reflected on Her 
Early Dedication of Her Self to 
GOD with Comfort and Joy; and 
hath many Times been heard to ſay 
with 
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with an Holy Triumph, by thoſe who 
were intimate with Her; GO D hath 
been my G O D, even from my Yomth, 
And Slie ever after kept as cloſe to 
him, and gain'd as much by cloſe 
walking with Him, as moſt can pre- 
tend to. 


I cannot forbear particularly men- 
tioning ſome Things concerning Her, 
which I take to be geuerally Exempla- 
ry and Inſftrutive. 


SHE was one of great Faith, and 
ſagnal was Her Truſt in GOD: To 
Him She had heartily given Her 
Self, and in Him, who She knew 
was faithful, She could Confide. There 
was a remarkable Inſtance and Evi- 
dence hereof, in Her laſt Paſſage 
from Jreland to England in the Month 
of September, 1687, She was then in 
a Violent Storm; eminent was the 
Danger ; not only in the Apprehen- 


ſion of the Paſſengers, but of the | 


Maſter, and Seamen ; all reckon'd 
themſelves as Loſt. Here was a Time 
of Tryal. But She was fearleſs; and 
great was Her Compoſure and Un- 
dauntedneſs. She caſt Her Self on 
GOD, 
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GOD, and was freely ready for His 
Pleaſure. I have ſeen this Paſſage 
of Providence Recorded by Her own 
Hand ; with this Remark: That there 
was at that Time an obſervable An- 
ſwer of Prayer, in a ſudden and un- 
expected Calm 1mmeadtately following up- 
on their joint Recommendation of them- 
ſelves to GOD. And with this ſhort 
Petition annext; Lord make me to 
live more to thy Glory, that 1 may not 
be afraid to Die at any Time. 


HER Love to GOD was emi- 
nent, She manifeſtly ſeem'd to all 
who had any Thing of Freedom with 
Her, to value His Favour more than 
all the World; and to Fear His Dil- 
pleaſure, more than any Trouble 
whatever. Ir ſeems to be the moſt in- 
ward Senſe of Her Soul She vented, 
when She pur this ſhort Paſſage un- 
der Her Hand; The AManifeſtation of 
GOD to my Soul, is my higheſt Pre- 
 Uiledge and Comfort : And the hedings 
of His Face, my greateſk Loſs and Sor- 
row, She appear'd to take Delight 
in whatever belong'd to GOD. His 
Word She counted Her chiefeſt Trea- 
ſure; and therewith She converſt 
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daily, with great Earneſtneſs and 
Pleaſure. His Sabbaths She eſteem'd 
the. ſweeteſt Portion of Her Time, 
Bis Ordinances, were the preateſt 
Comfort of Her Life: And it hath 
been obſerv'd by thoſe who knew 
Her well, that She would be more 
Chearful and Pleaſant in Her walks 
to the Houſe of GOD, than at any 
other Time. She-had a mighty Ho- 
nour, Value, and Love to the Mim- 
fry. She did not (as is common 
with many ) Love this or that Par- 
ticular Miniſter extravagantly, and 
diſeſteem others: But She honour'd 
the Office, and all without Diſtin- 
ion who were faithful in it; She 
lovd all, and deſpisd none. She 
lookt upon all equally as GOD's A- 
gents and Repreſentatives; and as 
ſuch they were the Objedas of Her 
fiingular Eſteem and Reſpect. And 
ia ſhort, whatever any Way be- 
long'd to GOD, or had any Thing 
of Him iz or G it, She diſcover'd 
an high Value for, 


SHE was much taken-up in admi- 
ring Thonghts of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and His Work of Redemption : a= 
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often venting the Senſe of her Soul, 
in ardent Breathings after Him. Fle 
give you a few Paſlages of this kind 
our of Her Papers; in Her own 
Words. 


IN one Place thus: 1m amaz'd 
at the Myſteries of Redemption ;, the 
Incarnation of the Son of GOD, tbe 
Killing the Prince of Life ;, the Humi- 
liation of the High and Lofty One ; 
the Diſgrace of the Lord of Glory, 
the Curſe upon Him who is Bleſſed for 
ever: O the Myſteries of Scripture, of 
Love, of Grace, of Providence ! 


I N another Place ; Oh that I may 
know Chriſt as a Prophet inflruding 
me: a Prieſt ſatisfying for me, and a 
King rulias ſpiritually in me. 


I'N another thus: This Iretched 
Soul of Mine . doth Pine away - for 
Strength, and even Pant for breath , 
longing to receive Encreaſe of Life 
from the Liumg Stock Chriſt Teſus ;, 
which muſt be thy Work, and thine 0n- 
ly. Oh wors it 1 bumbly pray Tree, 
which way thou wilt, Ob Empty my 
Self, of my Self, and It all Glory 
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: given to Thee, and not to any 0- 
Ter. 


SHE was entirely Dependent for 
all oz the Bleſſed Spirit of Grace, In 
one of Her Papers, She hath this 
remarkable Paſſage looking that way: 
There is no Corruption though more 
deeply rooted than others, but that in 
Time, by walking mm the Spirit, bring- 
ing it to the Law of Chriſt, to the Death 
of Chriſt, and to the Love of Chriſt, 
and joining Ones own Endeavours to 
the Spirit of Chriſt, one may get an 
Eminent Vidory over it, and ſee it 
by Degrees fall down before us. Lord 
lend me the powerful 'Aid of thy Spi- 
rit, I bumbly beg it. 


IN another Place thus: 7 am 
troubled with Temptations, but I Truſt 
in Thee : I Reſt 0: Thee for Life and 
for Salvation : Oh take me into the Bo- 
ſom of thy Love for Chriſts ſake: I 
caſt my Self into the Arms of Thine 
Everlaſting Strength; I have no Con- 
fidence in my Self nor any othcr. 


BU T in no Grace was She more 
eminent than in that of Humility. 
She 
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- | She ſilently converſt with Her GOD, 


and that better World, which Her 
Heart was ſet upon, without Noiſe 


and Oſftentation. She was more fear- 


ful of nothing than = Pride. 
Methinks that is an affecting Paſlage 
which dropt from Her Pen a Year 
or two ago: I muſt humbly leave it 
on Record, I never found ſo much of 
GOD, I never drew ſo near Him, 1 
never experiencd the Power of His 
Word as of Late. 


AND yet as Humble as She was, 
and as diffident of Her Self, She did 
not think Her Self excus'd from be- 
coming Chriſtian Reſolutions in De- 
pendence on Divine Strength. Take 
ſome of them, in Her own Words. 


©PLE be ruled by thy Revealed 
* Will. 


*PLE be diſposd of, by thy 
© Pleaſure. 


*FLE gladly be improved by 
© Thee. 


«PLE 
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<TLE Reſt on Thy Fulneſs to 
© diſcharge all my Bonds. 


<[T'LE wait on Thee in all Thine 
© Appointments. 


*FLE intend thy Honour in all 
<1 do as my chief End. 


*FLE be ſerviceable in my 
* Place, as I can to others, 


*<PLE be fatisfid with Thee, 
*and thy Rich Treaſures as my 
* Portion. And 


*FLE take thy Word and Sa- 
© craments as my Security, 


* HEREIN will I Hope, and go 
© on till Death. 


©I amweak; but Chriſt is ſtrong, 


*AND I Hope for Supplies 
* from Him. 


TO which She fſ{ubſcribd Her 
Name. 
x GREAT 
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GREAT was Her Contentedneſs., 
Refapnation, Submiſſion to the Will of 
GOD, and Heavenly Mindedneſs. 
Her Papers abound with pregnant 
Expreſſions, and Indications hereof, 
In one Place She dcelivereth Her 
Self thus. 


LORD give Me what thou wilt 
have Me to do; and then do mhat 
thou wilt to, and with, Me thy unwor- 
thy Servant. 


I'N another, She hath theſe Two 
Remarkable Paſlages. 


TIF Thou wilt have Me poor and 
diſprac'd, I am Content to be ſo. 

TIF Thou wilt have Me ſerve Thee 
in the Condition I am in; 1 mill glad- 
ly do ſo. 

IT is enough to Me, that Thok 
wilt have it ſo. | 

I defire to yield readily, bumbly and 
chear fully to thy Diſpoſing Providence. 


AMEN, Amen, Lord. 
G HATH 
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HATH GOD made Me Rich, 
that I might maintain my Pride, my 
Pomp, and Erutiſh Pleaſures ? 


NO; He bath rather Lent than ful- 
iy given Me nhat I bave; and I miſt 
give an Account to Him for all. 


ALL we are and bave, we bave 
it on this Condition ; 


TO uſe it, to leave it ; 
TO lay it out, to lay it down; 


UMNTO the Honour of our Maſter, 
from whoſe Bounty we receiv d it. 


SHE was very Regular in Her 
Devotions : Much in Prayer; and fre- 
quent in /editation; and ſpent more 
Time in Converſe with GOD in 
Her Cloſet than moſt. 11 Cite a 
few Paſſages out of Her Papers, which 
ſeem ro deliver the very Senſe of 
Her Soul as to Religious Dutys. In 
_ Place She expreſſeth Her Self 
Tus. 
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IN Duty I'd not be ſatisft'd, un 
leſs Afﬀe@ions be raisd ſo as feeling- 
ly, anfuliy, believingly, fervently, and 
fancerely, 1 pour out my Heart with its 
Deſires to GOD. 


I'N another thus; The Soul on the 
Lip, and the Soul m the Ear, ridd 
Work in G O D's Service. 


IN another thus; A Soul 332 League 
with Sin, date not come Or look to, of 
think of GOD; and nhat muſt that 
ZAan think on in a Duty, who dare 
not ſcrionſly think of GOD? 

SHE was much in Self-Examina- 
tion : And ſuch as theſe, were ſome 
of the Marks and Signs whereby 
She try'd Her Self. 


i. DO I prize Chriſts Riphteouſ- 
neſs ? 


2, DO I chooſe Heaven above all ? 
3. DO I hate all Sin? 
4 AM 1 ſpirited for Duty? 

G 2 s. DO 
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5s. DO I reliſh and prize the Things 
of GOD? 


SHE fram'd various Maxims, and 
Colleted Ryles for Her Self, both 
for Her Temper and PraQtiſe; which 
thoſe who knew Her beſt, can bear 
Witneſs She made Conſcience of 
minding and following. Fle menti- 
on a few of them, as I find She hath 
ſet them down for Her Uſe. 


<< WE ſhould ſee, that we may 
©* be fit and ready for GOD's Ser- 
* vice; and that Religion, and Re- 
* ligious Duties ſit fitly on Us. 


*© THE Commandmeat finds work ; 
© the Promiſe finds Strength. 


« Religion is an inward, difficult, 
«© and ſerious Bulineſs: Oh rather 
« give me the Saints Heart, than the 
* Angels Tongue. 


* THE End of Chriſts Dodrine, 
* 1s Practiſe and Exerciſe, and nor 
* Speculation and Diſcourſe. 
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*<NOBILITY of Birth, Honour, 
* and all ontward Delights, are to 
* be deny'd for Chrilt. 


« A ſound-hearted Chriſtian hath 
* always a GOD to ego to; a Pro- 
© miſe to go to; and former Expe- 
© riences to go to; beſides ſome Ex- 
&© pericnce of GO D's goodneſs which 
« he now enjoys. | 


© BE ſure there is ſomewhat dif- 
<« pleaſing to GOD, when the Word 
&« wants its powerful Effe&. 


«ITS our Duty to refer all the 
© Circumſtances of our Petitions to 
© the Wiſdom of G OD. 


© WE may be Suitors. to GOD, 
« but we muſt not be His Coun- 
<« ſellours. 


<THAT Condition ſhould be 
* choſen by all, which is beſt for 
© their Souls. 


«IT is a Bleſſed Trouble that 


« brings ſound and long Peace. 
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& THE Spirits Operations will ex- 
© tort Acknowledgments. And the 
like. 


AND yet notwithſtanding all 
theſe Inſtances and Evidences, and a 
great many more that might be pro- 
duc'd, of the Fervour of Her Piery, 
and the Vigour of Her Grace, She 
( as is uſual with the beſt of Chriſti- 
ans) had Her Complaints. She thus 
expreſleth Her Self in one of Her 
Papers. 


O H my dark Tnderſtanding! Oh my 
bard and unbelieving Heart ! My Heart 
2s the worſt Part of Me. Coldneſs and 
deadneſs of Heart is my Fault. I defive 
to repent, and to be humbled for it. 


She had a very tender Confſci- 
ence; which made Her mourn in Se- 
cret, for thoſe Things which others 
would have taken little notice off, 
But withal She had Her Comforts, 
Hopes, and Joys. Her Religion did 
not lie all in complaining ; but in a 
Life of Faith, Self-denial, delight in 
GOD, and Preparation for Heaven, 
Her Heart was ſo ſer on the _ 
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ſtial Felicity, that She ſeemd as it 
were out of the World while She 
was 1n it; and hardly any converſt 
with Her, but they might obſerve 
She lookt upon Her Self as belong- 
ing to another Countrey. 


THE Grounds of my longing for 
Heaven ( ſaith She in one of Her 
Papers ) are ; thoſe glorious Enjoyments 
that are there to be met with, GO D's 
Preſence  Perfetion of Grace ;, Fulneſs 
of Foy; Excellency of Glory; Plenty of 
beſt Wealth and Peace, &C. 


SHE made no great Stir or Fi- 
gure here below; Her aim ſeem'd 
to be to paſs throvgn the World 
without much Obſervation. She was 
not indeed fram'd for a Life of 
much Action ; but was a great Lo- 
ver of Retiredneſs; I think I may 
juſtly ſay to a fault : By Reaſoa that 
She would in all Probability have 
more Conſulted Her own Benefit ; 
and have beea more uſeful to 0- 
thers, had She been more in Con- 
verſation. But I pretend not to be 
giving an Account of one that was 
without Imperfe&ions, and Defects. 

G 4 Though 
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Though withal 'tis not - unworthy 
Oblervarion ; that She by Her pri- 
vate and retir'd ſort of Life, avoid- 
ed a great many Snares which much 
Converſation hath attending it ; which 
alſo was no ſmall Inducement to 
It, 


THERE is one Thing which in 
Juſtice to Her Memory, I cannot 
forbear mentioning as the Matter of 
my own Obſervation; which hath 
been Noted allo by many others, 
She was a Pattern of a Loving and 
ReſpetFful Wife, A more Reverential 
Reſpe& for an Husbang, join'd with 
a more tender Aﬀection, I muſt de- 
clare I never ſaw, nor ever expett 
to meet with: And more than once 
hath She intimated to me Her en- 
tire well-pleaſedneſs with the diſpo- 
fal of Providence in fixing Her Con- 
dition in the World; aſſuring me 
twas more to Her Satisfa&tion and 
Content, than if Her Circumſtances 
upon Marriage, had not only equalPd 
but exceeded, what according to 
common Courſe, She from Her Birth 
and Eſtate might haye had Reaſon 
to haye expected, 

SHE 
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SHE was not without a Variety 
of Difficulties and © Trials in the 
Courſe of Her Life; and no won- 
der, ſince 'all Things we know come 
alike to all at preſent, and there's 
no knowing either Love or Hatred by 
theſe Things. But She under all, car- 
ricd it with a Chriſhan Patience, 
and Compoſure; and. ofren had re- 
courſe to Her final, Her Everlaſting 
Home, for Support. 


THOUGH She had met with 
many Troubles, yet none ever came 
ſo near Her, as the loſs of Her dear- 
ly beloved Siſter, The Counteſs of 
Mountrath, a few Weeks fince ; which 
did indeed ſink Her Spirits, and was 
too hard for Her. This may ſeem 
ſomewhat ſtrange after the foregoing 
Account of Her ; But the beſt have 
their Weakneſſes. Though there is 
this to be faid in Her Caſe; She 
had before been much inC:\pos'd, and 
was not recover'd, when the T:dings 
of that Stroke firſt reacht iTer: She 
receiv'd the News of it upon a Sur- 
prizal, which encreas'd the Impreſtt- 
on it made; and then She _—_ 
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Her Grief, and would not give it 
vent in the uſual way, which was 
the occaſion of its over-ſetting Her, 
She was fearful of diſhonouring 
GOD by immoderate Mourning; 
and thereupon ſuffer d Her Grief to 
boil within : Whereas had She let ir 
run over, it would in all probability 
have been much better with Her. 
So that there was an Holy Tender- 
neſs obſervable, even in that which 
occaiion'd the Diitemper, which hath 
now laid Her in Her Grave. 


A little before Her Diſorder came 
upon Her, She expreſs'd Her Self 
thus one Morning to Her Husband. 
1 know not what I may meet with, 
but great Things paſs d between G O D 
and Je this Night. He hath with 
unuſual Power aſſured Me, and 
ſpoken to my Heart ;, I will never leave 
Thee nor forſake Thee: And this She 
during Her lllnefs, oft repeated. 
And GOD did indeed remarkably 
Guard Her; He kept Her from doubt- 
ing of Her State; She retain'd Her 
Aſſurance; in Her greateſt diſorders 
She expreſs'd Her deſires to Die and 
be in Heaven; and the w—_ 
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of Her Soul after GOD, even then, 
were ſuch, as diſcover d the Pious 
bent of Her- Heart. Indeed the Pow- 
er of Grace in Her Soul was con- 
vincingly evidenc'd in the heighth of 
Her Diſeaſe. 


SHE. had not Her great Work 
then to do: She had indeed been 
very unfit for it. But through Mer- 
cy, *twas, I truſt, diſpatci'd long be- 
fore. O take Warning all you, who 
leave the principal buſineſs of Life 
to an uncertain hereafter, Little do 
you know, but you may be fſurprizd 
by Death on a ſudden ; or if not, 
may be ſeiz'd by  fome ſuch Diſtem- 
per, as though it may not remove 
you immediately, may yet take away 
all Capacity of making your Peace 
with GOD, or getting ready for 
another World, Take warning, I 
ſay; and provide in Time, and im- 
prove your Health, and neglect not 
GOD, leaſt you are deſerted, and 
abandon d by Him, 


THE laſt Scene of our Dear De- 
ceaſed Friends Life was dark and 
gloomy; But the Clouds are now 
| quite 
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vite blown over, the Iſſue was, I 

oubt not, glorious. GOD was Hey 
G OD ſiill: He was not aſham'd to 
own Her, nay helpt Her to own 
Him, even the Day before She dy'd: 
When She expreſsd Her Faith and 
Truſt, of Her being about to be re- 
mov'd out of a Troubleſome World 
into Her Fathers Houſe. 


THERE She now is in that bet- 
ter Corntrey, on which Her Heart 
was ſo much ſet: Let us therefore 
be Followers of Hzr thither; and to- 
gether with Her, of a!l that nume- 
rous Company, Who through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. 


AND GOD grant that we may. 


Amen, 


FINTIS. 
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